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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: 4
th

 Grade Reading 

Description:  This course is about explicitly teaching the skills and strategies of 

proficient reading that helps students move up the ladder of text 

complexity.  

Instruction Level: Grade 4 

 

 

Course Standards: 

Reading Literature 

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 Determine a theme of a story, from details in the text; and summarize the text. 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 Compare and Contrast two or more stories emphasizing details about story elements 

(Characters, setting, plot) and theme.  

Reading Informational Text 

 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in an informational text ( historical, 

scientific, or technical text), including what happened and why, based on specific 

information in the text. 

 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of a text. 

 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 

the subject knowledgeably. 

 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
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Speaking and Listening 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

 Summarize portions of a text read aloud or information presented in different formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  

Writing 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

 

Units 

1. Interpreting Characters 

2. Purposeful Reading of Nonfiction 

3. Historical Fiction Clubs 

4. Reading History: Native Americans  

5. Folktales 
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Unit Outlines 

1. Interpreting Characters 

Standards:   

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 Determine a theme of a story, from details in the text; and summarize the text. 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 Compare and Contrast two or more stories emphasizing details about story elements 

(Characters, setting, plot) and theme.   

 Fluently read and comprehend literature in the grades 4-5 complexity band independently  

 Engage effectively in collaborative discussions with diverse partners building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly when speaking and writing about fiction 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 How does text evidence support your development of ideas about a character when 

reading fiction texts? 

 How do readers envision a character’s environment, traits, thoughts, and feelings? 

 How do readers grow theories about characters?  

 How do readers compare and contrast characters across books? 

 How does identifying theme help a reader understand fictional texts? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 I can cite text evidence to support my ideas about a character.  

 I can envision through every means possible, by asking what do the places in a book look 

like? What’s going on around the character? 

 I can grow theories about characters by inferring and developing ideas about characters’ 

traits, motivations, troubles, changes, and lessons. 

 I can compare and contrast characters across books by paying close attention to the 

characters’ environments, traits, thoughts, and feelings. 

 I can identify theme to help me understand fictional texts by looking at all aspects of the 

story and realizing what lesson was learned. 
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2. Purposeful Reading of Nonfiction 

Standards:  

 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text 

 Determine main idea(s) of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; 

summarize the text 

 Describe the overall structure (e.g. chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of a text. 

 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in an informational text (historical, 

scientific, or technical texts), including what happened and why, based on specific 

information in the text. 

 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 

the subject knowledgeably  

 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g. in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Essential Question: 

 What text evidence best supports my ideas about a nonfiction text? 

 How does identifying main ideas and key details help a reader understand nonfictional 

text? 

 How does identifying the text structure help me in understanding a nonfiction text? 

 Based on the information given, how do events, procedures, ideas, and concepts in an 

informational text help readers understand what happened and why? 

 How does synthesizing information help a reader interpret and explain nonfiction text? 

 How do charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, etc add to a reader’s understanding of a 

nonfiction text? 

 How does author’s craft help me better understand a nonfiction text? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 I can determine importance in nonfiction by paying attention to text features such as the 

table of contents, diagrams, charts, etc.  

 I can synthesize nonfiction text by paying attention to the visual features of nonfiction 

texts. 

 I can find the main idea(s) by taking the sentences I have read and say what they learned 

in one short statement.  

 I can use the main idea(s) and key details to help write a detailed summary. 

 I can use academic vocabulary in my writing and speaking.  

 I can identify craft technique/s used by the author and determine why the author may 

have used the technique/s. 

 I can compare and contrast nonfiction texts in terms of perspective, craft and/or structure. 
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3. Historical Fiction Clubs  

Standards:   

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text.. 

 Determine a theme of a story, from details in the text; and summarize the text. 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 Compare and Contrast two or more stories emphasizing details about story elements 

(Characters, setting, plot) and theme. 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners and expressing their own clearly. 

 Using main ideas and key details to summarize portions of a text read aloud or 

information presented in different formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Essential Question: 

 How do readers start tackling complex texts? 

 How do readers work in book clubs? 

 How do readers interpret theme of a complex text? 

 How do readers interpret character traits of major and minor characters? 

 How do readers identify the elements of a story (setting, plot, characters)? 

 How can readers use context clues to determine the meaning of new words and phrases? 

 How do readers interpret the mood and feelings using different elements of the story?  

 How do readers use a nonfiction text while reading historical fiction to build background 

knowledge? 

 How do readers use what they have read to develop a deeper understanding of the various 

characters’ perspectives/points of view? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 I can recognize that books become more sophisticated, the setting becomes significant. It 

may function as part of the problem that a character has to overcome, it can be an 

emotional space that creates the tone or mood of a place, or the setting can operate at a 

symbolic level.  

 I can pay attention to the beginning of the story where a tremendous amount of crucial 

information will reveal the kind of place the story is set and also the kind of people who 

occupy the story.  

 I can understand that characters exist in a relationship with history, and are affected by 

the social pressures, community norms, and historical atmosphere around them.  

 I can work in clubs to synthesize as many details as possible, and it is important to listen 

carefully to each other, build on each other’s comments, and honor relationships so that 

every club member feels valued. 
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 I can use allusions, figurative language, and symbolism to convey ideas that are not easily 

contained in ordinary language. 

 I can separate their perspective from that of the main characters and discern the various 

perspectives of different characters within a story, imagining the different points of view 

that characters in that scene bring to the action.  

 I can read nonfiction alongside fiction and notice how each text develops a theme and 

compare and contrast multiple books with the same theme, analyzing carefully and using 

details as evidence for their ideas. 

 

4. Reading History: Native Americans  

Standards:   

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 

the subject knowledgeably. 

Essential Question: 

 How do authors' choices and patterns result in high quality nonfiction?  

 What text evidence best supports my ideas about a nonfiction text? 

 How does identifying main ideas and key details help a reader understand nonfictional 

text? 

 How does identifying the text structure help me in understanding a nonfiction text? 

 Based on the information given, how do events, procedures, ideas, and concepts in an 

informational text help readers understand what happened and why? 

 How does synthesizing information help a reader interpret and explain nonfiction text? 

 How do charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, etc. add to a reader’s understanding of a 

nonfiction text? 

 How does author’s craft help me better understand a nonfiction text? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to distinguish themselves as nonfiction readers  

 Students will be able to recognize author's craft and intent.  

 Students will be able to recognize and utilize text features in order to determine what 

matters most from a text.  



 

7 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

 Students will be able to reread to find important ideas, and build theories about what is 

suggested in the text.   

 Readers determine importance in Expository Non-Fiction by paying attention to text 

features such as the table of contents, diagrams, charts, graphic organizers, photos, and 

captions. 

 Readers synthesize Expository Non-Fiction by being alert to the visual features of 

expository texts and to anticipate particular content.  

 Readers find the main idea by taking the sentences they’ve read and say what they 

learned in one short statement. What is the one big thing that this text is teaching and how 

do all the other details connect with this? This part teaches me….(Boxes and Bullets)  

 Readers tackle challenging words by: breaking up the word into its root, prefix, and/or 

suffix to see, substituting the hard word with a synonym and reading out, noticing context 

clues, and using text features to make sense of unfamiliar vocabulary-illustrations, 

photographs, and diagrams. Readers also adopt the technical jargon of the subject they’re 

exploring when teaching in partnerships.  

 Readers read narrative nonfiction for information and ideas but also with attentiveness to 

structure, as it focuses on the goals and struggles of a central character and culminates in 

an achievement or disaster.  

 

5. Folktales 

Standards: 

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 

text. 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those 

that allude to significant characters. 

 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good 

and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature 

from different cultures. 

 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and word 

meanings. 

Essential Question: 

 How can readers make inferences from a tall tale to help determine the meaning of the 

story? 

 How does the text evidence support/develop a reader’s idea about a character? 

 How do readers grow ideas to identify theme? 

 How do readers compare and contrast characters across different texts? 

 What role do the story elements play in developing a character? 

 How can readers use figurative language to better understand the text? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

 I can compare and contrast characters across books by paying close attention to the 

characters’ environment, traits, thoughts, and feelings.  

 I can identify a theme to help me understand fictional texts by looking at all aspects of 

the story and realizing what lesson was learned. 

 I can grow theories about characters by inferring and developing ideas about characters 

traits, motivations, troubles, changes and lessons. 

 I can use figurative language to help better understand the setting, characters and 

relationships in the stories. 

 I can envision through every means possible, by asking what do the places in the book 

look like and how it affects the characters. 


