
 

1 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

 

 

Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: SAILS: Geography  
Description:   Geography will allow students to explore the world and discover 

the impact Geography has on countries, economies, and lifestyle.  

Students will learn a variety of Geography concepts both local and 

global. 

Instruction Level: 10 - 12 

Total Credits: 1 

Course Standards: 

 Locate on a map or globe physical features such as continents, oceans, mountain ranges, 

and land forms, natural features such as resources, flora, and fauna; and human features 

such as cities, states, and national borders  

 Use atlases, databases, grid systems, charts, graphs, and maps to gather information about 

the local community, Wisconsin, the United States, and the world 

 Identify and distinguish between predictable environmental changes, such as weather 

patterns and seasons, and unpredictable changes, such as floods and droughts, and 

describe the social and economic effects of these changes 

 Identify connections between the local community and other places in Wisconsin, the 

United States, and the world 

 Identify major changes in the local community that have been caused by human beings, 

such as a construction project, a new highway, a building torn down, or a fire; discuss 

reasons for these changes; and explain their probable effects on the community and the 

environment 

 Give examples to show how scientific and technological knowledge has led to 

environmental changes, such as pollution prevention measures, air-conditioning, and 

solar heating 

 

Unit 

1. Local Geography: Sparta and the US 

2. Continents and Countries 

3. Natural Resources and the Environment 

4. Cities and Cultures 

5. Weather and Climate Change 
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Unit Outlines  

1. Local Geography: Sparta and the US 

Standards:  

 Students will identify and locate how their local geography fits in with the rest of the 

globe.  

Essential Question:   

 What are the key geographical factors of where I live and my country? 

  

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will examine the United States and the Geography from coast to coast.  

 Students will compare and contrast Sparta’s geography to other areas of the country.   

 

2. Continents and Countries 

Standards:   

 Explore all the continents and the countries within them.    

 

Essential Question:   

 How do countries compare to the US? 

 What is the significance of states or provinces within a country? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 Students will identify all the continents and 80% of the countries within each.    

 Students will recognize poor and underdeveloped countries compared to advanced 

countries.  

 

3. Natural Resources and the Environment 

Standards:   

 Examine the interaction between humans and nature and their effects on the environment 

and society.   

 

Essential Question:   

 Can humans live in a balance with nature? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to recognize when utilizing natural resources damages the 

environment and when it works more harmoniously.     

 Students will identify what parts of the World are rich or scarce in certain natural 

resources.  

 

4. Cities and Cultures 

Standards:  

 Evaluate why cities formed and what makes them unique.  
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Essential Question:   

 What geographical factors lead to the creation of the World’s greatest cities? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will research the World’s top cities and why they formed where they did.     

 Students will discover the impact of a city on culture and culture on a city.   

 

5. Weather and Climate Change 

Standards:  

 Examine the negative effects society has on the climate and what kinds of weather affect 

different parts of the World.  

 

Essential Question:   

 How big of impact will climate change have in the near future and how can we help 

alleviate the negative effects? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will recognize the damaging effects humans have had on climate.   

 Students will identify strategies for combating climate change as we move into the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


