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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: SAILS: Literature in Film 
Description:   Literature in Film will provide an avenue for students to write 

about and analyze classic and award winning films.  They will 

have opportunities to make claims, compare and contrast, debate, 

and argue their views as they create theories on the elements 

within the film.   

Instruction Level: 10 - 12 

Total Credits: 1 

Course Standards: 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 

of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 

characters are introduced and developed). 

 Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 

the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 

resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 

stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 

production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets 

the source text.  

 

Unit 

1. Adapting texts to film 

2. Film techniques and the grammar of film 

3. Evaluating films as reflections of cultures and source texts 

4. Analyzing films beyond the surface level of narrative or character. 

5. Short films (done weekly)  

 

 



 

2 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

Unit Outlines 

1. Adapting texts to film 

Standards:  

 Analyze the similarities between film and literature.  

 

Essential Question:   

 How are elements of a story and literature applied to film? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will compare excerpts from famous sources of literature to how they are 

portrayed in film.  

 Students will analyze major story elements within film and discuss the effectiveness. 

 

2. Film techniques and the grammar of film 

Standards:  

 Discover how film techniques are applied to get maximum effect from a movie.  

 

Essential Question:   

 What types of techniques are used to capture the various elements, emotions and purpose 

within a movie? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 Students will evaluate the writing and directing of film and how it can improve the 

quality of the plot.  

 Students will be able to apply film technique to storytelling and a short film.  

 

3. Evaluating films as reflections of cultures and source texts 

Standards:  

 Apply themes in movies to real issues in society. 

 Analyze how a film becomes culturally significant.  

 

Essential Question:   

 What can movies help us teach or realize about ourselves and the World around us? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to compare and contrast themes within film to the real World.      

 Students will examine other cultures within film as well as what ways people have lived 

differently throughout time.  

 

4. Analyzing films beyond the surface level of narrative or character 

Standards:  

 Comprehend and discover the deeper meanings within film.  

 

Essential Question:   
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 What do certain films symbolize or attempt to figuratively portray to their audience? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to evaluate the purpose of film and its meanings.    

 Students will debate alternative meanings and defend their thoughts to others using 

evidence from the film.  

 

5. Short Films (once a week) 

Standards:  

 Determine the message or purpose of various short films.  

 

Essential Question:   

 How do short films get a powerful message across to the audience? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will recognize why a short film was created and what the target audience was.   

 Students will identify the techniques used to make short films powerful despite the short 

length of the story.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


