
 

1 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

 

 

Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: SAILS: Problems in America 

Description:   Students will analyze the many issues our country is challenged by 

every day.  Students will study various problems and research why 

these problems are happening as well as create realistic plans and 

ideas that may help alleviate these problems.    

Instruction Level: 10 - 12 

Total Credits: 1 

Course Standards: 

 Explain how such factors as physical endowment and capabilities, family, gender, 

ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic status, attitudes, beliefs, work, and motivation 

contribute to individual identity and development. 

 Analyze the role of economic, political, educational, familial, and religious institutions as 

agents of both continuity and change, citing current and past examples 

 Analyze the means by which and extent to which groups and institutions can influence 

people, events, and cultures in both historical and contemporary settings 

 Defend a point of view related to an ethical issue such as genetic engineering, declaring 

conscientious objector status, or restricting immigration 

 Compare and describe similarities and differences in the ways various cultures define 

individual rights and responsibilities, including the use of rules, folkways, mores, and 

taboos 

 Identify and analyze factors that influence a person's mental health 

 

Unit 

1. Economic Inequality 

2. Right vs Left: political divide 

3. Racism, Sexism and other isms 

4. Cultural Barriers 

5. Mental Health, Drugs, and Crime 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Economic Inequality 

Standards:  

 Identifying causes of economic inequality and how it affects our society. 
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Essential Question:   

 What problems arise from having a large gap between rich and poor and how can it be 

rectified? 

  

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will analyze the reasons why there is such large economic inequality in our 

country.   

 Students will determine ways to fight poverty and build the middle class.  

 

2. Right vs Left: Political Divide 

Standards:   

 Discover the differences between conservatives and liberals and how it affects society as 

a whole.    

 

Essential Question:   

 Can common ground and compromise ever be had or do we live in a society of things 

being one way or the other? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 Students will explain and defend their views as they pertain to political ideology.   

 Students will create appropriate ways to deal with views and laws that they disagree with.  

 

3. Racism, Sexism, and other isms 

Standards:   

 Evaluate cause and effect of different -isms and their origins and advocate for inclusion.  

 

Essential Question:   

 Why do Racism and Sexism exist in our country and what can be done to combat their 

negative effects on society? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to compare and contrast the history of -isms to modern day.        

 Students will examine other cultures and what -isms may exist as well as what that 

culture is doing about them if anything.  

 

4. Cultural Barriers 

Standards:  

 Discover and analyze the many cultures of our country.  

 

Essential Question:   

 Why has our country been called a “Melting Pot” and what are the pros and cons of being 

multi-cultural? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will study and present on a culture different from their own.   
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 Students will determine reasons why different cultures can clash or on the contrary thrive 

with one another.    

 

5. Mental Health, Drugs, and Crime 

Standards:  

 Examine the negative effects of mental health, drugs, and crimes and come up with a plan 

to help themselves and others.   

 

Essential Question:   

 What are the main social issues in our country currently and what is their effect on 

society as a whole? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will recognize the damaging effects mental health and drugs can have on an 

individual and society.  

 Students will identify strategies for combating mental health and drug issues and how to 

get support or help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


