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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: (EGENCO) General Communications 

Description: This media survey course will analyze all aspects of mass 

communication to enhance the student's understanding of how 

media shapes lives and influence decisions. Areas of study will 

include media history, including movies, radio, and television; 

television programming; print media; movies; current-day radio; 

computer technology; and the internet. Students will watch clips 

and full-length episodes. Discussions, and weekly reflections and 

evidence summaries for the development of a semester project will 

be utilized to monitor student understanding. 

Instruction Level: Senior 

Total Credits: 1 

Prerequisites:  none 

Textbooks:   none 

 

Course Standards: 

College and Career Readiness Standards Skill Band (33-36) Writing level (6) 

Essential Question: Culture is the world made meaningful.  Reflecting on the culture of our 

language, how is media shaping our values and understanding of the words in our world? 

 

Unit 

1. Communication 

2. Language of Communication 

3. Media Literacy 

4. Consuming Media Intelligently 

5. Mass Communication Theory 

6. History of Mass Communication 

7. Cultural Theory 

8. Effects of Mass Communication 

9. Course Project Presentation and Viewing 
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Unit Outlines 

1. Communication 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 

 Locate important details in highly complex media 

 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 

 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 

 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 

 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 

 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

 Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes meaning or tone in media 

when the effect is subtle or complex 

 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in complex media, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings 

 Interpret words and phrases in a medium that makes extensive use of figurative, general 

academic, domain-specific, or otherwise difficult language 

 Analyze the overall structure of highly complex media 

 Identify or infer a purpose in complex media and how that purpose shapes content and 

style 

 Understand point of view in highly complex media 

 Identify or infer a central claim in complex media 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 

 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 

 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 

 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 

 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  
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Essential Knowledge: 

 code  

 coder 

 message 

 noise 

 medium 

 media 

 mass media 

 communication model 

Students will: 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 

 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 

 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 

 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 

 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

2. Language of Communication 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 

 Locate important details in highly complex media 

 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 

 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 

 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 

 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 

 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  
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Essential Knowledge: 

 culture 

 platform 

 microagression 

 fragmentation 

 media consumption 

 television 

 technological determinism 

 push 

 pull 

 hot 

 cold 

Students will: 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 

 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 

 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 

 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 

 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

3. Media Literacy 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 
 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 
 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 
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Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 media literacy 

 implicit message 

 explicit message 

 advertising 

 subvertising 

 responsibility 

Students will: 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

4. Consuming Media Intelligently 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 

 Locate important details in highly complex media 

 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 

 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 

 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 

 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 

 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 
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Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 willingness 

 third person effect 

 filter bubble 

 data 

 data usage 

 data tracking 

 cognitive dissonance 

 mixed genre 

 fake news 

 production values 

 cultural appropriation 

Students will: 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

5. Mass Communication Theory 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 
 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 
 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 
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 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 mass communication theory 

 minimal effects debate 

 micro level effects 

 macro level effects 

 administrative research 

 transmissional effect 

 critical research 

 ritual perspective 

 objectification 

Students will: 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

6. History of Mass Communication 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 
 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 
 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 
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 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 mass society theory 

 grand theory 

 limited effects theory 

 opinion leaders 

 opinion followers 

 attitude change theory 

 dissonance theory 

 selective processes 

 selective exposure 

 selective retention 

 selective perception 

 uses and gratification approach 

 agenda setting 

 dependency theory 

 social cognitive theory 

 modeling 

 observational learning 

 inhibitory effects 

 disinhibitory effects 

Students will 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 
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7. Cultural Theory 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 

 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 Critical cultural theory 

 news production research 

 personalized news 

 dramatized news 

 fragmented news 

 listicicles  

 normalized news 

 meaning-making perspective 

 symbolic interaction 

 social construction of reality 

 cultivation analysis 

Students will 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 

 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 



 

10 | Page 
  Course Outcome Summary  

8. The Effects of Mass Communications 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 

 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 

 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 stimulation 

 aggressive cues 

 catharsis 

 vicarious reinforcement 

 environmental incentives 

 desensitization 

 normalizing 

 marginalizing 

 appropriation 

 diversity clause 

 over-representation 

 prosocial effects 

 activism 

Students will 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 
 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
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 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 

 

9. Course Project Presentation and Viewing 

Standards: 

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex media 
 Locate important details in highly complex media 
 Draw logical conclusions in complex media 
 Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex media 
 Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by synthesizing information from 

different portions of the media 
 Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex media 

 Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex media 
 Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly complex media 
 Understand implied or subtly stated comparative relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear comparative relationships in highly complex media 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in complex media 
 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in highly complex media 

Essential Question: 

 Reflecting on the culture of our language, how is media shaping our values and 

understanding of the words in our world?  

Essential Knowledge: 

Students will 

 Show advanced understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific context of the media and offering a critical context for discussion 

 Generate insightful reasons for a perspective; show understanding of the complexity of 

the context of the media by examining different perspectives, and/or evaluating 

implications and/or complications of the perspective, and/or anticipating and fully 

responding to counterarguments to the producer’s perspective 
 Maintain a precise focus on discussing the specific word throughout the project 
 Provide ample development in support of ideas; substantiate ideas with precise use of 

specific, logical media representation and illustrative examples 
 Provide a unified, coherent organizational structure that presents a logical progression of 

ideas 




