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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: U.S. History 

Description: The 7th grade social studies class is intended to provide students 

with an introduction to U.S. History.  Over the course of the year 

we will cover the following topics: How to study history, U.S. 

immigration, civil rights, U.S. wars and finally teen 

culture.  Though history will be the central focus we will also 

integrate government, geography and economics into the 

class.  Students will analyze documents, research key historical 

events, and look at how the history of our country has shaped the 

United States today. 

  Instruction Level: 7
th

 Grade 

Textbooks:  Creating America a History of the United States, McDougal Littell, 

0-618-16249-6 

Introduction to the Social Sciences, John Jay Bonstingl, Prentice 

Hall, 0-13-412552-5 

 

Course Standards: 

Wisconsin State Standards: 

 Interpret the past using a variety of sources, such as biographies, diaries, journals, 

artifacts, eyewitness interviews, and other primary source materials, and evaluate the 

credibility of sources used 

 Describe the relationships between and among significant events, such as the causes and 

consequences of wars in United States and world history 

 Explain how and why events may be interpreted differently depending upon the 

perspectives of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians 

 Analyze important political values such as freedom, democracy, equality, and justice 

embodied in documents such as the Declaration of Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

 Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their 

social and economic effects on society 

 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, 

or nations 
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Essential Learnings 

 INTERPRET EVIDENCE- Understand different interpretations of events help us 

understand the present. 

 HISTORICAL APPLICATION- Apply knowledge of the past to understand the 

present. 

 BIAS- Know how experiences influence point of view 

 CAUSE & EFFECT- Relate the effects of an event to what actually caused it to occur 

 EVALUATE EVIDENCE - Evaluate sources for reliability in multiple forms of media. 

 COMMUNICATION--Written/Verbal/Other - Create a historic interpretation using 

primary and secondary evidence 

 MAPS- Identify regions of the earth – North America, Europe, Asia, Africa and 

Australia.  Identify and be able to use different types of maps. Use the different parts and 

symbols. 

Critical Reading Skills 

 Recognize clear intent of an author or narrator in somewhat challenging passages  

 Identify a clear central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging 

literary narratives   

 Infer a central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging literary 

narratives) 

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages offer reasons for 

or support a claim when the relationship is simple  

 Order simple sequences of events in somewhat challenging literary narratives   

 Make straightforward comparisons between two passages   

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages relates to the 

whole passage                          

 Draw simple, logical conclusions in more challenging passages    

 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in somewhat challenging passages    

Writing Skills 

 Construct a main idea statement that answers a prompt question (discuss, describe) 

 Construct supporting details/evidence statements to support main idea statement 

 Analyze the details that were presented in your paragraph and “link” that information 

back to the main idea statement 

 Include a concluding statement to wrap up your paragraph 

 Create a main idea statement for an image or passage 
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Units 

1. How to be a Historian/U.S. Immigration 

2. Civil Rights 

3. Teen Culture 

4. (United States Wars) 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. How to be a Historian/ United States Immigration 
 

Standards: 

 Identify simple cause-effect relationships within a single paragraph in somewhat 

challenging literary narratives  

 Infer a central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging literary 

narratives   

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging  passages offer reasons for 

or support a claim when the relationship is simple  

 Construct supporting details/evidence statements to support main idea statement 

 Analyze the details that were presented in your paragraph and “link” that information 

back to the main idea statement  

Essential Questions: 

 How can we use our past to help us to understand our present?      

 Does race/ethnicity of immigrants effect whether Americans want immigrants to live in 

the United States? 

 What are the push and pull factors that influence immigrants to come to the United 

States? 

 Compare and contrast early immigration policy with the immigration policy of today. 

 Is the immigration policy fair to all immigrants? 

Essential Knowledge: 

Students will start to explore how the past can help us to understand our present.  Students will 

begin this unit by asking the question: Why do people immigrate to the United States today?  

Students will determine whether the legal immigration process is fair in the United Sates. They 

will also, be analyzing whether race/ethnicity of immigrants effects whether Americans want 

immigrants to live in the United States or not?  The second part of the unit will focus on the 

history of immigration to the United States. Student’s will compare and contrast the 

discrimination that immigrants faced when coming to the United States.   
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2.  Civil Rights 

Standards 

 Order simple sequences of events in somewhat challenging literary narratives         

 Make straightforward comparisons between two passages     

 Identify a clear purpose of somewhat challenging passages and how that purpose shapes 

content and style    

 Construct supporting details/evidence statements to support main idea statement 

 Analyze the details that were presented in your paragraph and “link” that information 

back to the main idea statement  

 Include a concluding statement to wrap up your paragraph           

Essential Questions: 

 How do we maintain the values of freedom, democracy, equality and justice in our 

society?    

 Explain how the United States government has influenced the rights of individuals 

throughout America’s history. 

 What role has bias, prejudice and stereotypes played in our society? 

 How have the rights of individuals changed throughout U.S. history? 

Essential Knowledge: 

This unit will focus on the civil rights movement in the United States.  Students will analyze key 

historical documents, research historical events, and determine how the rights of individuals have 

changed throughout U.S. history.  Students will have to answer the question: How do we 

maintain the values of freedom, democracy, equality and justice in our society?  Students will 

compare and contrast how the government can both help and harm the people of our country.  

Lastly students will examine what effect bias, prejudice and stereotypes have on our society. 

 

3. Teen Culture 

Standards: 

 Analyze how the choice of specific word or phrase shapes meaning or tone in somewhat 

challenging passages when the effect is simple 

 Recognize clear intent of an author or narrator in somewhat challenging passages 

 Identify a clear central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging 

literary narratives   

 Construct a main idea statement that answers a prompt question (discuss, describe) 

Essential Questions: 

 How have the social issues of the United States shaped the teens of that decade?      

 Compare and Contrast teens of the past with those of the present. 

 What role has technology played in the life of teens? 

 How does culture influence teens? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

Students will analyze documents, compare and contrast key historical events, and look at how 

teen culture has been shaped through the advancements made in technology.  Starting in the 20
th

 

Century students will compare and contrast  the teens of the 20’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s, 

with the present day teen culture. 

 

4. United States Wars 

Standards: 

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages relates to the 

whole passage  

 Draw simple, logical conclusions in more challenging passages                 

 Identify clear cause-effect relationships in somewhat challenging passages     

 Analyze the details that were presented in your paragraph and “link” that information 

back to the main idea statement  

 Include a concluding statement to wrap up your paragraph 

 Introduce DBQ Essay (Performative) 

 Find the main idea of a primary source text and write it out in your own words. 

 Create a main idea statement for an image or passage and support the statement with 

appropriate historical details/evidence (AR)  

Essential Questions: 

 What decisions or key events have influenced the United States to go to war? 

 How is propaganda used to influence war and determine who is for and or against 

conflict? 

 Explain the factors that often lead to conflict between governments. 

 How has the media played a role in how conflicts are viewed? 

 Compare and Contrast the different wars the United States has been involved in 

throughout its history. 

Essential Knowledge: 

In this unit students will be exploring the different wars the United States has been involved in 

throughout its history.  Students will start by analyzing the wars of the past such as the 

Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI, and WWII.  They will then move into the present day 

engagements in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the current conflict with ISIS.  Throughout they will be 

addressing the events in the past that led to the decision to go to war.  How did people at the time 

view the war?  What similarities are there between war today and wars in the past?  Students will 

explain how propaganda was used to influence the war and determine who was for or against the 

war.   

 

 


