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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information:   Speech 

Description: Students in this class will learn about the communication process, 

and listening.  They will practice evaluating sources, preparing and 

giving speeches, and critiquing speeches. 

Instruction Level: Juniors and Seniors 

Course Standards: 

 Student will read and evaluate text 

 Student will participate in class discussion and respond appropriately 

 Student will  listen actively and effectively 

 Student will evaluate for reasoning, logic, and source information 

 Student will  understand the non-verbal language a speaker uses 

 Student will prepare a variety of speeches for presentation using audience analysis, 

evidence to support ideas/opinions, sound logic and reasoning, proper organization, 

effective word choice, appropriate non-verbal communication. 

Unit 

1. What is Communication  

2. Listening  

3. Speech preparation  

4. Critiquing a Speech  

5. Public Speaking  
 

Unit Outlines 

1. What is Communication 

Standards:   

 Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 

topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 

evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, 

or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 

made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the 

task. 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 Why do we communicate?  
 How do we communicate? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Process of Communication 
 Interpersonal vs. Intrapersonal Communication 

 Verbal vs. Nonverbal 
 Vocal Production 

 

2. Listening 

Standards:   

 Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 

topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
 Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 

goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 
 Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 

made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the 

task. 

 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 

the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 What is the difference between listening and hearing?   

 Why is listening so important in our daily lives? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Factors that affect listening 

 Listening actively 
 Evaluating speaker for: 
 Reasoning and Propaganda usage 
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3. Speech Preparation 

Standards:   

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 

evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 

among the data. 
 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 

perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 
 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 

elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 

and to add interest. 
 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 How do I select my topic? 
 How do I make my speech interesting? 
 What does it mean to support my ideas? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 How to select and narrow a topic to fit the speaker's purpose 

 Analyze the audience 
 Researching the topic and evaluating source information 

o Types of evidence 

o Selecting unbiased sources 
o Paraphrase/Quote 

o Citing source information 

4. Critiquing a Speech 

Standards:   

 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 

and tone used 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 How do I critique a speech?      
 Why do I need to critique my speech? 
 Why do I need to critique my classmate's speech? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Constructive Criticism vs. Shaming 

 Elements of a Speech Rubric 
 What critiquing yourself can do to improve your speaking skills 
 How you can help improve your classmate's speaking skills  

 

5. Public Speaking 

Standards:   

 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  
 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and 

enhance understanding of presentations.  
 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command 

of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s): 

 How do I present my speech so that most, if not all, audience members will 

understand?   

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?  

 Demonstrative Speech  
 Informative Speech 

 Persuasive Speech 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


