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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information:  Literacy/Writing 5 

Description: This course is about explicitly teaching the skills and strategies of 

proficient writing that help students improve the quality of all writing 

leading to growth and striving toward independence.  

Instruction Level: Grade 5 

Course Standards: 

Reading Literature 
 Cite text evidence accurately and appropriately when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text 

 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 

upon a topic; summarize the text 

 Analyze how author’s craft (tools and techniques) contribute to the meaning, tone, or 

beauty of a text (figurative language, similes, metaphors, idioms, and point of view) 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and proficiently 

 Compare and Contrast two or more stories emphasizing details about story elements 

(characters, setting, plot) and theme 

 

Reading Informational Text 
 Cite text evidence from multiple print or digital sources accurately and appropriately 

when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text 

 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text 

 Determine the meaning of the general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject 

 Compare and contrast author’s craft (text structure and point of view) and information 

from multiple print or digital sources 

 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 

locate and answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including history/social 

studies, science and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly (SL.5.1) 
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 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively and orally (SL.5.2) 

 Report on a topic or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace (SL.5.4) 

 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes. (SL.5.5) 
 

Writing 
 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view reasons and 

information 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach  

 Conduct short research projects that use several resources to build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic 

 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and unfinished work, 

and provide a list of sources 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research  
 

Unit 

1. Narrative Craft 

2. Research Reports 

3. Researched Based Argument Essay 

4. Memoir 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Narrative Craft 

Standards: 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences  

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience  

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach  
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Essential Question(s): 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can narrative writing techniques enhance my written communication skills? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit? 

 I can plan, write, and revise a small-moment story with developed story elements. 

 I can identify writing as a step-by-step process. 

 I can write using a story-teller voice, including dialogue, character traits, thoughts, 

feelings, and description. 

 I can use descriptive and figurative language.  

 Vocabulary: story arc, turning points, elaboration, revision, character traits, quotation 

marks, dialogue, figurative language, similes, metaphors, personification 

2. Research Reports 

Standards: 

 Conduct short research projects that use several resources to build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic  

 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and unfinished work, 

and provide a list of sources   

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research  

Essential Question(s): 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can researching informational text and analyzing its structure expand my ability to 

write historical reports? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?  

 I can analyze and identify the organization and structures of non-fiction text and use them 

in my writing.   

 I can identify relevant information and take paraphrased notes in variety of ways, 

including two-column notes and bullet points. 

 I can draw meaningful conclusions through timelines, maps, and primary sources to add 

my own thinking to my historical report.  

 I can develop meaningful questions to deepen my research.  

 I can create an organized historical research report. 

 I can create a bibliography to cite sources of information. 
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 Vocabulary: primary source, geography, revision, informational text structures, text 

features, bibliography  

3. Research Based Argument Essay 

Standards: 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view reasons and 

information 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly  

 

Essential Question(s): 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can I logically express my opinion in writing, using research to support my 

thinking? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit? 

 I can introduce a topic clearly, state and opinion and create an organizational structure in 

which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

 I can order reasons logically that are supported by facts and details found in research.  

 I can use transition words to link opinions and reasons. 

 I can provide a concluding statement or section related to opinion presented. 

 Vocabulary: argument, rebuttal, counter claims, evidence, audience, bibliography, 

opinion, flaw, validity, position  

 

4. Memoir 

Standards: 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences  

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience  

 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach  

 

Essential Question(s): 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 What forms can introspective writing take and how can it enhance my communication 

skills? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit? 
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 I can plan, write, and revise a small-moment story with developed story elements to 

convey a theme in various forms such as an essay, a poem, or memoir. 

 I can identify writing as a step-by-step process. 

 I can write using a story-teller voice, including dialogue, character traits, thoughts, 

feelings, and description. 

 I can use descriptive and figurative language.  

 Vocabulary: memoir, theme, seed ideas, essay, story teller voice, narrative, transitional 

phrases, metaphors, poems, reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


