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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: English 9 

Description:  In this course students study short stories, non-fiction essays, 

novels and plays.  Reflective writing and literary terms will be 

emphasized.  This course also focuses on the development of the 

sentence and paragraph using MEL-Con structure.  Student 

progress will be evaluated based on a series or short essay 

activities as well as use of vocabulary.  Independent and supported 

reading is experienced.   

Instruction Level: Basic 

Total Credits: 2 

Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation 

Textbooks: None 

Course Standards: 

English, Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking components listed in the basic skills 

band (16-19) – itemized list below. 
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Unit 

1. Political Controversies 

2. Global Issues 

3. Identity 

4. Belief and Morality 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Political Controversies 

Standards:   

 Writing: 

o Present a thesis that establishes focus on the topic 

o Provide adequate development in support of ideas; clarify ideas by using some 

specific reasons, details, and examples 

o Provide an adequate but simple organizational structure by logically grouping most 

ideas 

o Present a somewhat developed introduction and conclusion 

o Use some appropriate transitional words and phrases 

 English Grammar 

o Delete commas that markedly disturb sentence flow (e.g., between modifier and 

modified element) 

o Use appropriate punctuation in straightforward situations (e.g., simple items in a 

series) 

o Determine the need for conjunctions to create straightforward logical links between 

clauses 

o Determine the need for punctuation or conjunctions to correct awkward-sounding 

fragments and fused sentences as well as obviously faulty subordination and 

coordination of clauses 

 Reading 

o Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level in somewhat challenging 

passages 

o Draw simple logical conclusions in somewhat challenging passages 

o Identify a clear central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging 

literary narratives 

o Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes meaning or tone in 

somewhat challenging passages when the effect is simple 

o Interpret basic figurative language as it is used in a passage 

o Identify clear comparative relationships between main characters in somewhat 

challenging literary narratives 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 Why does racism continue to be a social issue? 

 How are social issues such as classism and racism seen in a modern context? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the 

completion of the unit?   

 Students will be able to define justice and give examples from the text (To Kill a 

Mockingbird) and from current events that illustrate the definition.  

 

2. Global Issues 

Standards:  Translate them into accessible language. 

 Writing Standards 

o Provide adequate development in support of ideas; clarify ideas by using some 

specific reasons, details, and examples 

o Provide an adequate but simple organizational structure by logically grouping most 

ideas 

o Present a somewhat developed introduction and conclusion 

o Present a thesis that establishes focus on the topic 

o Use some appropriate transitional words and phrases  

o Show some movement between general and specific ideas and examples 

 Grammar Skills 

o Delete apostrophes used incorrectly to form plural nouns 

o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and voice when the meaning 

of the entire sentence is considered. 

o Determine whether an adjective form or an adverb form is needed in a given situation 

o Make sure subjects and verbs agree 

o Make sure pronouns and antecedents agree 

 Reading  

o Identify clear and comparative relationships between main characters in somewhat 

challenging literary narratives. 

o Identify simple cause-effect relationships within a single paragraph in somewhat 

challenging literary narratives 

o Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrative in somewhat challenging passages 

o Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages offer reasons 

for or support a claim when the relationship is simple 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can we compare the themes present in a dystopian novel to those we experience in a 

practical setting? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the 

completion of the unit?  

 Students will be able to cite evidence from a text to support an argument 

 Students will understand that while dystopian novels are fiction, they are based in reality.  

 

3. Identity 

Standards:  Translate them into accessible language. 

 Writing 

o Provide adequate development in support of ideas; clarify ideas by using some 

specific reasons, details, and examples 

o Provide an adequate but simple organizational structure by logically grouping most 

ideas 

o Present a somewhat developed introduction and conclusion 

o Present a thesis that establishes focus on the topic 

o Use some appropriate transitional words and phrases  

o Show some movement between general and specific ideas and examples 

o Show clear understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific issue in the prompt and offering some context for discussion 

 Grammar 

o Delete material because it is obviously irrelevant in terms of the focus of the essay 

o Identify the purpose of a word or phrase when the purpose is simple (e.g. identifying 

a person, identifying a basic term, etc.) 

o Determine whether a simple essay has met a straightforward goal 

o Determine the most logical place for a sentence in a paragraph 

o Provide a simple conclusion to a paragraph or essay 

 Reading 

o All previously taught skills are considered cumulative 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 To what extent are there common values and beliefs across geographic and religious lines? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

 What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the 

completion of the unit?   

 Students will be able to define justice and give examples from the text (To Kill a 

Mockingbird) and from current events that illustrate the definition.  

 Students will compare various universal themes seen in To Kill a Mockingbird to illustrate 

connections to them and their lives. 

 

4. Belief and Morality 

Standards:  Translate them into accessible language. 

 Writing 

o Provide adequate development in support of ideas; clarify ideas by using some 

specific reasons, details, and examples 

o Provide an adequate but simple organizational structure by logically grouping most 

ideas 

o Present a somewhat developed introduction and conclusion 

o Present a thesis that establishes focus on the topic 

o Use some appropriate transitional words and phrases  

o Show some movement between general and specific ideas and examples 

o Show clear understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position 

on the specific issue in the prompt and offering some context for discussion 

o Show adequate use of language to communicate by using some varied kinds of 

sentence structures to vary pace 

 Grammar 

o Use the appropriate word in frequently confused pairs (e.g. their and there) 

o Delete obviously redundant and wordy material 

o Revise expressions that deviate markedly from the style and tone of the essay 

o Use idiomatically appropriate prepositions in simple contexts 

 Reading 

o Make straightforward comparisons between two passages  

o Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages relate the  

whole passage when the function is simple 

o Identify a clear function of straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging 

literary narratives 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can we compare the themes present in a dystopian novel to those we experience in a 

practical setting? 

 How can we see cause and effect played out in Fahrenheit 451? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

 What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the 

completion of the unit?   

 Students will understand that while dystopian novels are fiction, they are based in reality.  

 Students will be able to analyze and interpret dystopian fiction in order to understand how 

relationships and interactions can have consequences.  


