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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: German I  
Description: Students in German I will develop creative language strategies to 

improve listening, writing, reading and speaking in the target 

language.  Students will have the opportunity to read authentic 

texts and utilize online resources to gain a better understanding of 

German traditions, history, and contemporary German society.  

Instruction Level: 8
th

 Grade/ Freshmen 

Total Credits: 2 

Prerequisites:  None 

 

Course Standards:  

 Uses the target language to express likes, dislikes and personal preferences (e.g., objects, 

people, events, favorite activities, food, celebrations)  in everyday environments. 

 Uses appropriate vocabulary, gestures, and oral expressions for greetings, introductions, 

leave takings and other common or familiar interactions (e.g., exchanging name, address, 

phone number, place of origin, general health/state of being; giving and asking for 

permission; using the telephone; making and responding to requests). 

 Asks and answers questions in the target language.  

 Understands the basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations based on simple or 

familiar topics appropriate at this developmental level. 

 Writes in a variety of forms to describe or provide information about oneself, friends and 

family, or school activities. 

 Understands that an idea may be expressed in multiple ways in the target language. 

 

College and Career Readiness Standards: 

 Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, 

absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey 

specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 

level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 

evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 

among the data. 
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 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 

the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Unit 

1. Introduction to Deutsch 

2. Die Familie 

3. Die Schule und Zeit 

4. Freizeit:  mag und gern 

5. Die Stadt mit zum/zur 

6. Um das Haus und Dativ 

7. Das Essen 

8. Sommer und Futur 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Introduction to Deutsch (Introduction to German) 

 Standards:   

 Uses appropriate vocabulary, gestures, and oral expressions for greetings, introductions, 

leave takings and other common or familiar interactions (e.g., exchanging name, address, 

phone number, place of origin, general health/state of being; giving and asking for 

permission; using the telephone; making and responding to requests). 

 Asks and answers questions in the target language.  

 

Essential Question:   

 Why is it important to be able to use context clues and cultural understanding to 

communicate in a world language? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Identify common cognates 

 Point out on a map where German is spoken 

 Greet appropriately based on time of day and geographical location 

 Ask and answer basic questions 

 Correctly pronounce vowels, diphthongs (vowel combinations) and common consonants 

 Utilize numbers (age, phone number, addresses) 

 Vocabulary: days of the week, cognates, numbers, question words, forms of sein 
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2. Die Familie (Family) 

Standards: 

 Understands the basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations based on simple or 

familiar topics appropriate at this developmental level. 

 Writes in a variety of forms to describe or provide information about oneself, friends and 

family, or school activities. 

 

Essential Question: 

 Why is it important to describe your family and family life and compare and contrast it to 

families in the United States of America? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Describe my family 

 Recognize and utilize subject pronouns 

 Conjugate haben and sein (have/to be) 

 Utilize adjectives when describing family 

 Recognize common regular verbs in statements and questions 

 Understand the usage of du and SIE- formal/informal 

 Vocabulary: family (nouns and adjectives), common regular nouns, subject pronouns 

 

3. Die Schule und Zeit (School and Time) 

Standards: 

 Asks and answers questions in the target language.  

 Understands the basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations based on simple or 

familiar topics appropriate at this developmental level. 

 Writes in a variety of forms to describe or provide information about oneself, friends and 

family, or school activities 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How does understanding the school system in Germany help students better relate to 

German students in written and verbal forms? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Talk about first day of school traditions in the USA and Germany 

 Describe a typical day of school in Germany. 

 Verbalize and understand time/times of day 

 Use accusative case with definite articles (the) 

 Use ein/eine (one/a) 

 Vocabulary: school, numbers, time, classes/subjects, classroom objects  

 

4. Freizeit:  mag und gern  (Free Time with forms of like) 

Standards: 

 Uses the target language to express likes, dislikes and personal preferences (e.g., objects, 

people, events, favorite activities, food, celebrations) in everyday environments 

 Asks and answers questions in the target language.  
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 Understands that an idea may be expressed in multiple ways in the target language. 

 

Essential Question: 

 How does expressing your own likes and dislikes and inquiring about others hobbies help 

you to better understand your own culture as well as people in German speaking 

countries?  

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Express likes and dislikes  

 Discuss and write about what you like doing/ don’t like doing in your free time 

 Ask others what they enjoy/ like 

 Use regular and irregular verbs 

 Vocabulary: hobbies and interests (regular and irregular verbs) 

 

5. Die Stadt mit zum/zur (The City with “to the”) 

Standards: 

 Asks and answers questions in the target language.  

 Uses appropriate vocabulary, gestures, and oral expressions for greetings, introductions, 

leave takings and other common or familiar interactions (e.g., exchanging name, address, 

phone number, place of origin, general health/state of being; giving and asking for 

permission; using the telephone; making and responding to requests). 

 

Essential Question: 

 How can you navigate around a German city using a variety of resources? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Follow verbal directions on a map 

 Discuss cultural nuances of living a German city 

 Tell others about where you are going and how you are getting there 

 Use zum/zur (to the) appropriately when traveling from point a to point b 

 Vocabulary: city, directions and transportation 

 

6. Um das Haus und Dativ (Around the House and Dative Case) 

Standards: 

 Understands the basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations based on simple or 

familiar topics appropriate at this developmental level. 

 Writes in a variety of forms to describe or provide information about oneself, friends and 

family, or school activities 

 

Essential Question: 

 How does a person’s housing affect daily life and customs? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Compare and Contrast daily life and customs  

 Describe how people in Germany live and what housing looks like 
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 Describe location of objects using dative case with definite articles 

 Vocabulary:  house vocabulary, dative prepositions and house adjectives 

 

7. Das Essen (food) 

Standards: 

 Uses the target language to express likes, dislikes and personal preferences (e.g., objects, 

people, events, favorite activities, food, celebrations)  in everyday environments. 

 

Essential Question: 

 How does food impact daily life? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Discuss food customs and traditions 

 Order at a restaurant 

 Tell what you like to eat/drink 

 Read a menu  

 Vocabulary: Food and restaurant 

 

8. Sommer und Futur (Summer and Future Tense) 

Standards: 

 Understands the basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations based on simple or 

familiar topics appropriate at this developmental level. 

 Writes in a variety of forms to describe or provide information about oneself, friends and 

family, or school activities 

 

Essential Question: 

 How does the importance of travel shape the German culture? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Discuss travel/vacations 

 Discuss and recognize famous landmarks in German speaking countries 

 Use future tense when discussing plans of travel. 

 Vocabulary: summer and travel 

 


