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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Animal Health 
Description: Animal Health will get you experience in the areas of small and 

large animal health care and management. Topics included will be 

careers, law and ethics, administrative duties, animal housing, 

medical terminology, animal care, handling of small animals, 

nutrition and animal training. Careers will continually be explored 

throughout the course. Lab animals will be provided as needed. 

This course is recommended before taking either Small Animal 

Veterinary Science or Large Animal Veterinary Science. 

Instruction Level: Freshmen and up 

Total Credits: 1 

Prerequisites:  None 

Textbooks:   None 

Course Standards: 

Common Career and Technical Core: 

 Communicate and collaborate with others to accomplish tasks and develop solutions to 

problems and opportunities. 

 Identify and apply employability skills. 

 Assess benefits and challenges of working in diverse settings and on diverse teams. 

 Apply leadership skills in real-world, family, community and business and industry 

applications. 

Content Standards: 

 Classify animals according to the taxonomical classification system. 

 Appraise and evaluate the economic value of animals for various applications in the 

agriculture industry. 

 Assess an animal to determine if it has reached its optimal performance level based on 

anatomical and physiological characteristics. 

 Evaluate and select animals to maximize performance based on anatomical and 

physiological characteristics that affect health, growth and reproduction. 

 Develop efficient procedures to produce consistently high quality animals, well suited for 

their intended purposes. 

 Describe how selection and geographical regions impact the economic decisions of our 

livestock business. 

 Demonstrate safe animal handling and management techniques. 

 Conduct appropriate market and marketing research. 

 Manage risk and uncertainty.   
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 Classify animals according to hierarchy taxonomy and agricultural use. 

 Perform simple health check evaluation on animals. 

 Perform diagnostic test to detect health problems in animals. 

 Explain the health risks of zoonotic diseases to humans and their historical significance 

and future implications. 

 Implement zoonotic disease prevention methods and procedures for safe animal handling 

and treatment of animals. 

 Formulate feed rations to provide for the nutritional needs of animals. 

 Demonstrate safe animal handling and management techniques. 

ACT Reading and Writing Standards: 

 Show a basic understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position on 

the issue in the prompt. 

 Generate reasons for a position  

 Maintain a focus on the general topic in the prompt throughout the essay 

 Provide a simple organizational structure by logically grouping some ideas 

 Present an introduction and conclusion 

 Show a basic control of language  

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in somewhat challenging passages 

 Locate important details in more challenging passages 

 Draw subtle logical conclusions in somewhat challenging passages 

 Draw logical conclusions in more challenging passages 

 Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

 Paraphrase some statements as they are used in more challenging passages 

  Order simple sequences of events in somewhat challenging literary narratives 

 Understand point of view in somewhat challenging passages 

 

Unit 

1. Animal Nomenclature and Taxonomy 

2. Diseases & Parasites 

3. Animal Handling 

4. Animal Nutrition 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Animal Nomenclature and Taxonomy 

Standards:   

 Classify animals according to the taxonomical classification system. 

  Appraise and evaluate the economic value of animals for various applications in the 

agriculture industry. 
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 Assess an animal to determine if it has reached its optimal performance level based on 

anatomical and physiological characteristics. 

  Evaluate and select animals to maximize performance based on anatomical and 

physiological characteristics that affect health, growth and reproduction. 

 Develop efficient procedures to produce consistently high quality animals, well suited 

for their intended purposes. 

 Describe how selection and geographical regions impact the economic decisions of our 

livestock business. 

 Classify animals according to hierarchy taxonomy and agricultural use. 

Essential Question: 

 How can breed characteristics help to make a more profitable animal? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will develop an understanding of animal names and characteristics. 

 Students will classify animals based on their characteristics. 

 Students will learn the basic characteristics of a breed of animal. 

 Students will learn directional terminology as related to animals. 

 

2. Diseases & Parasites 

Standards:   

 Perform simple health check evaluation on animals. 

 Perform diagnostic test to detect health problems in animals. 

 Explain the health risks of zoonotic diseases to humans and their historical significance and 

future implications. 

 Implement zoonotic disease prevention methods and procedures for safe animal handling and 

treatment of animals. 

 Manage risk and uncertainty.   

Essential Question: 

 How can disease and parasites be managed? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will learn common diseases to an animal of their choice. 

 Students will learn a common parasite related to an animal of their choice. 

 Students will be able to differentiate between a parasite and a disease. 

 

3. Animal Handling 

Standards:   

 Perform simple health check evaluation on animals. 

 Demonstrate safe animal handling and management techniques. 

Essential Question: 

 How can proper handling become a profitable management choice? 



 

4 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to list several ways to identify animals . 

 Students will be able to differentiate animal rights, animal welfare, and animal exploitation. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate safe animal handling techniques. 

 

4.  Animal Nutrition 

Standards:   

 Formulate feed rations to provide for the nutritional needs of animals. 

  Develop efficient procedures to produce consistently high quality animals, well suited for 

their intended purposes. 

  Describe how selection and geographical regions impact the economic decisions of our 

livestock business. 

 Conduct appropriate market and marketing research. 

Essential Question: 

 How can proper nutrition become a profitable management choice? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will learn nutrient requirements for various animals. 

 Students will be able to create a balanced ration for a given species of animal at a given life 

stage. 

 


