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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Small Vet Science 
Description: Do you have a pet or enjoy animals?  In Small Animals students 

learn about the different breeds of dogs, cats, and other furry 

critters.  We take an in depth look at the nutrition, health, and 

housing requirements for our fuzzy friends.  Issues like animal 

rights vs. animal welfare, cloning, and such will be discussed in an 

open forum manner.  A look into possible careers and science 

behind animals will also be explored.   

Instruction Level: Freshmen and up 

Total Credits: 1 

Prerequisites:  None 

Textbooks:   None 

Course Standards: 

Common Career and Technical Core: 

 Communicate and collaborate with others to accomplish tasks and develop solutions to 

problems and opportunities. 

 Identify and apply employability skills. 

 Assess benefits and challenges of working in diverse settings and on diverse teams. 

 Apply leadership skills in real-world, family, community and business and industry 

applications. 

ACT Reading and Writing Standards: 

 Show a basic understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position on 

the issue in the prompt. 

 Generate reasons for a position  

 Maintain a focus on the general topic in the prompt throughout the essay 

 Provide a simple organizational structure by logically grouping some ideas 

 Present an underdeveloped introduction and conclusion 

 Show a basic control of language  

 Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in somewhat challenging passages 

 Locate important details in more challenging passages 

 Draw subtle logical conclusions in somewhat challenging passages 

 Draw logical conclusions in more challenging passages 

 Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

 Paraphrase some statements as they are used in more challenging passages 

  Order simple sequences of events in somewhat challenging literary narratives 

 Understand point of view in somewhat challenging passages 
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Unit 

1. Common Breeds of Small Animals 

2. Animal Handling 

3. Diseases 

4. Animal System Physiology 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Common Breeds of Small Animals 

Standards: 

 Evaluate and select animals to maximize performance based on anatomical and 

physiological characteristics that affect health, growth and reproduction. 

Essential Question: 

 How does breed of animal determine advantages and disadvantages of performance, health, 

growth, and reproduction? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will develop an understanding of animal names and characteristics. 

 Students will classify animals based on their characteristics. 

 Students will learn the basic characteristics of a breed of animal. 

 Students will learn directional terminology as related to animals. 

 

2.  Animal Handling 

Standards: 

 Demonstrate safe animal handling and management techniques.   

 Perform simple health check evaluation on animals. 

 Perform diagnostic test to detect health problems in animals. 

 Prepare animals facilities and equipment for surgical and non-surgical veterinary procedures 

and treatments. 

Essential Question: 

 How do people humanely handle animals in various settings including but not limited to 

daily care, animal parks, shelters, veterinary clinics, etc? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to differentiate animal rights, animal welfare, and animal exploitation. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate safe animal handling techniques with small animals. 

 Students will be able to administer vaccinations using proper animal handling techniques. 
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3. Diseases 

Standards: 

 Explain the health risks of zoonotic diseases to humans and their historical significance and 

future implications. 

 Implement zoonotic disease prevention methods and procedures for safe animal handling and 

treatment of animals. 

 Evaluate preventative measures for controlling and limiting the spread of diseases, parasites, 

and disorders among animals. 

Essential Questions: 

 How does disease affect human and animal lives? 

Essential Learning: 

 Students will learn common diseases specific to small animals. 

 

4.  Animal System Physiology 

Standards: 

 Apply principle of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 

Essential Question: 

 How do various body systems work independently and how do they also work together? 

Essential Learning: 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the Monogastric digestive 

system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the Repertory system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the nervous system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the circulatory system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the skeletal system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the reproductive system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the endocrine system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the epidermal system. 

 Students will be able to identify the various parts and functions of the muscular system. 

 

 


