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Course Outcome Summary 

 

Course Information: Functional Math 1 

Description: This is the first level of Special Education math class. Students 

should be able to move from this course to Functional Math 2 after 

successfully completing Math 1 

Instruction Level:  Basic 

Total Credits:  2  

Prerequisites:  Grade 3-4 skill level 

Textbook:  AGS Consumer Mathematics Students also work independently on 

Academy of Math, a computer program 2-3 days per week to 

increase individual math skills at their own level.  

 

Course Standards: 

Common Career and Technical Core: 

 Communicate and collaborate with others to accomplish tasks and develop solutions to 

problems and opportunities. 

 Identify and apply employability skills. 

 Assess benefits and challenges of working in diverse settings and on diverse teams. 

 

 

 

Units: 

1. Earning Money 

2. Banking 

3. Credit and Loans 

4. Housing 

5. Transportation 

6. Budgeting 

7. Travel and Vacation 

 

 

http://www.wiesereducational.com/previews/MM7371/
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Unit Outlines 

1. Earning Money   

Standards: 

 AF 201. Solve problems in one or two steps using whole numbers and using decimals in 

the context of money  

 AF 401. Solve routine two-step or three-step arithmetic problems involving concepts 

such as rate and proportion, tax added, percentage off, and estimating by using a given 

average value in place of actual values 

Essential Question:  

 How do we compute earnings? 

 What are fringe benefits? 

 How do we calculate net pay? 

 How do the following affect your net pay: taxes, withholdings, dependents, health 

insurance and social security? 

 How do we complete a W-4 form? 

 How does your location affect your cost of living? 

 How do you compute the cost of health benefits? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to discover 

how money can be earned.  

 The student will discover the differences between earning wages, earning a salary, and 

working on a commission. 

 

2. Banking  

Standards:   

 AF 601. Solve word problems containing several rates, proportions, or percentages 

Essential Question: 

 How do local banks compare? 

 What are the benefits of a checking/savings account? 

 How do we open a checking/savings account? 

 How do we write checks and maintain a check register? 

 How do we reconcile a bank statement? 

 How do we set up online banking? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to manage a 

checking and saving account. 
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3. Credit and Loans 

Standards:  

 A 501. Recognize that when numerical quantities are reported in real-world contexts, the 

numbers are often rounded 

 S 701. Distinguish between mean, median, and mode for a list of numbers 

 AF 601. Solve word problems containing several rates, proportions, or percentages 

Essential Question:  

 What are the benefits and disadvantages of using a credit card? 

 How do we calculate the new balance on a charge account? 

 How do we calculate interest charges using Annual Percentage Rate (APR)? 

 What is a credit rating and how does it affect us?\ 

 How can we stay out of debt and ensure financial stability? 

 How can we calculate interest, payment, new balance, and final payment of a loan? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 The students will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to explore 

credit and various types of loans. 

 

4. Housing  

Standards:  

 AF 301. Solve routine one-step arithmetic problems using positive rational numbers, such 

as single-step percent 

 AF 201. Solve problems in one or two steps using whole numbers and using decimals in 

the context of money 

Essential Question: 

 What are some things I should take into consideration when looking for a place to live: 

income, personal preference, safety, proximity to place of employment? 

 How do we calculate the annual cost of renting an apartment? 

 What are a rental lease and a security deposit? 

 What are the costs of equipping an apartment? 

 What are the benefits of getting rental insurance? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to make 

responsible housing decisions. 
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5. Transportation 

Standards:   

 AF 401. Solve routine two-step or three-step arithmetic problems involving concepts 

such as rate and proportion, tax added, percentage off, and estimating by using a given 

average value in place of actual values 

Essential Question:   

 What are the costs involved in purchasing a new car? 

 What will it cost us to lease a car given asking price and terms of financing? 

 How will different payment plans (3 year loan compared to a 5 year loan) affect the 

overall cost of the car when using financing? 

 How much will it cost us monthly to own and operate a car; including gas, maintenance, 

and insurance? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to calculate 

the cost of owning and operating a car.  

 The student will compare and select car insurance options. 

 

6. Taxes 

Standards:  

 AF 401. Solve routine two-step or three-step arithmetic problems involving concepts 

such as rate and proportion, tax added, percentage off, and estimating by using a given 

average value in place of actual values 

 G 203. Perform common conversions of money and of length, weight, mass, and time 

within a measurement system (e.g., dollars to dimes, inches to feet, and hours to minutes) 

Essential Question:  

 How do we calculate an income tax refund / calculate the amount of taxes owed? 

 How do we complete the 1040EZ tax form? 

Essential Knowledge:   

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to recognize 

their responsibilities as taxpayers and complete the 1040 forms.  

 Students will see a connection between how much was taken out of their paycheck and 

how much of that money will be kept by the IRS. 
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7. Budgeting  

Standards:  

 AF 601. Solve word problems containing several rates, proportions, or percentages 

 AF 302. Solve some routine two-step arithmetic problems 

Essential Question:  

 Why is it important to create a budget and how will this allow us to reach our financial 

goals? 

 How do our spending habits affect us financially? 

 What personal information is needed to develop a personal budget? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to use a problem-solving approach to create / 

maintain a realistic personal budget. 

 


