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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Honors Freshmen English 

Description:  In this college preparatory course, students will acquire knowledge of 

literary terms and devices relevant to a deep investigation of various 

genres of literature. Students will demonstrate their understanding 

through comprehensive analytical essays and self-reflections. Students 

will expand on a basic grasp of grammar while developing more mature 

writing skills. 

Instruction Level: Honors 

Total Credits: 2 

Prerequisites:  Teacher Recommendation 

Textbooks:   None 

Course Standards: 

English, Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking components listed in the middle skills band 

advanced (24-27) – itemized list below. 

 

Unit 

1. Political Controversies 

2. Global Issues 

3. Identity 

4. Belief and Morality 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Political Controversies 

Note: We will explore a variety of social issues using Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird to 

draw examples and provoke discussion. The unit also includes a thorough construction of a 

formal essay that addresses and analyzes social issues from the novel. 

Standards: 

Writing Standards 

 MEL-Con 

 ACTS-STAC 
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 Thesis Creation 

 Selecting & Using Evidence 

 Citing Sources 

 Using Transitions 

 Conflict 

 

English Grammar 

 PUN 501 (delete commas) 

 PUN 502 (colons/ semicolons) 

 PUN 503 (nonessentials) 

 KLA 504 (conjunctions) 

 SST 501 (frags/run-ons, parallelism) 

 

Reading 

 Close Reading (CLR 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, 506) 

 Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries (IDT 501, 502, 503) 

 Word Meanings (WME 501, 502, 503, 504) 

 Relationships (REL 501) 

 

Critical Thinking 

 Social Justice 

 Interpretive Contrast 

 Critical Metacognition 

 Content Synthesis 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 To what extent are there common values and beliefs across geographic and religious lines? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Students will be able to explain and understand a wide scope of moral issues stemming from 

global literature, culture, and belief systems. 

 Students will compare familiar moral issues with those that are practiced beyond the United 

States. 

 

2. Global Issues 

Note:  This unit is rooted in student-created questions (Costas three levels) that are based off of 

Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451.  

Standards: 

Writing Standards 
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 MEL-Con 

 ACTS-STAC 

 Thesis Creation 

 Selecting & Using Evidence 

 Citing Sources 

 Maintaining Focus 

 Using Transitions 

 Conflict 

 

Grammar Skills 

 PUN 504 (apostrophes) 

 USG 501 (verb tense) 

 USG 502 (PAA) 

 USG 503 (pronoun reference) 

 SST 502 (pronoun reference & person) 

 

Reading  

 Relationships (REL 502, 505) 

 Purpose & Point of View (PPV 501, 502, 503) 

 Analyzing Arguments (ARG 501, 502, 503) 

 

Critical Thinking 

 Liberty 

 Interpretive Contrast 

 Critical Metacognition 

 Content Synthesis 

 Writing from Sources 

 Original Argument 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can we compare the themes present in a memoir account of a genocide survivor to those 

we experience in a practical setting? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Students will be able to cite evidence from a text to support an argument. 

 Students will understand the foundations and repercussions of genocide. 
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3. Identity 

Note:  Middle Eastern Non-fiction literature will be used to explore a wider view of moral issues 

and belief systems. 

Standards: 

Writing 

 MEL-Con 

 ACTS-STAC 

 Thesis Creation 

 Selecting & Using Evidence 

 Citing Sources 

 Maintaining Focus 

 Using Transitions 

 Conflict  

 Counterargument 

 

Grammar 

 TOD 501 (relevance) 

 TOD 502 (purpose) 

 TOD 503 (main idea) 

 TOD 504 (diction) 

 ORG 501 (transitions) 

 ORG 502 (intros/concl.) 

 ORG 503 (sentence arrangement) 

 ORG 504 (paragraph breaks) 

 ORG 505 (paragraph arrangement) 

 

Reading 

All previously taught skills are considered cumulative 

Critical Thinking 

 Liberty 

 Interpretive Contrast 

 Critical Metacognition 

 Content Synthesis 

 Writing from Sources 

Original Argument 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 Why does racism continue to be a social issue? 

 How are social issues such as classism and racism seen in a modern context? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Students will be able to define justice and give examples from the text (To Kill a 

Mockingbird) and from current events that illustrate the definition.  

 

4. Belief and Morality  

Note:  This unit is based around Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel, Fahrenheit 451, which will 

help students analyze different interpretations of social norms and corresponding relationships.  

Standards: 

Writing 

 MEL-Con 

 ACTS-STAC 

 Thesis Creation 

 Selecting & Using Evidence 

 Citing Sources 

 Maintaining Focus 

 Using Transitions 

 Conflict  

 Counterargument 

 Complexity 

 

Grammar 

 KLA 501 (word choice #1) 

 KLA 502 (redundancy) 

 KLA 503 (word choice #2) 

 KLA 505 (word choice #3) 

 

Reading 

 Synthesis (SYN 501) 

 Analyzing Text Structure (TST 501, 502, 503, 504, 505) 

 

Critical Thinking 

 Liberty 

 Interpretive Contrast 

 Critical Metacognition 

 Content Synthesis 

 Writing from Sources 

 Original Argument 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How can we compare the themes present in a dystopian novel to those we experience in a 

practical setting? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Students will be able to cite evidence from a text to support an argument 

 Students will understand that while dystopian novels are fiction, they are based in reality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


