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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Horse Science 

Description: This class focuses everything horse!  Students learn about horse 

breeds, care, equine psychology, tack & equipment, grooming, 

dental care, and hoof care. 

Instruction Level: Eighth Grade 

Total Credits: .25 credits 

Course Standards: 

Common Career and Technical Core: 

1. Communicate and collaborate with others to accomplish tasks and develop solutions to 

problems and opportunities. 

2. Identify and apply employability skills. 

3. Assess benefits and challenges of working in diverse settings and on diverse teams. 

4. Apply leadership skills in real-world, family, community and business and industry 

applications.   

ACT Reading and Writing Standards: 

1. Show a basic understanding of the persuasive purpose of the task by taking a position on 

the issue in the prompt. 

2. Maintain a focus on the general topic in the prompt throughout the essay 

3. Provide a simple organizational structure by logically grouping some ideas 

4. Show a basic control of language. 

5. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in somewhat challenging passages 

6. Draw subtle logical conclusions in somewhat challenging passages 

7. Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

8. Understand point of view in somewhat challenging passages 

Prerequisites: None 

Textbooks: None 

Unit 

1. Breeds of Horses 

2. Equine Diet & Digestion 

3. Equine Dental Care 

4. Hoof Care 

5. Foaling & Reproduction 
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Unit Outlines 

1. Breeds of Horses 

State AFNR Standards: 

 Apply principles of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 

 Select animals for specific purposes and maximum performance based on anatomy and 

physiology. 

 Evaluate the development and implications of animal origin, domestication, and 

distribution. 

Essential Question: 

 Why is it important to have various breeds of animals? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify various breeds of horses. 

 Students will be able to correctly name horse coat markings. 

 

2. Equine Diet & Digestion 

State AFNR Standards: 

 Apply principles of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 

 Select animals for specific purposes and maximum performance based on anatomy and 

physiology. 

 Evaluate the development and implications of animal origin, domestication, and 

distribution. 

 Explain methods of determining animal health and disorders. 

 Identify common disease, parasites, and physiological disorders that affect animals.   

 Compare and contrast common types of feed stuffs and the role they play in the diets of 

animals. 

 Explain the importance of a balanced ration for animals. 

Essential Question: 

 Why is proper nutrition a vital component to the life of living creatures? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify each part and function of the Pseudo-Ruminant digestive 

system. 

 Students will be able to identify the essential nutrients. 

 Students will be able to explain how essential nutrients enter the circulatory system. 

 

3.  Equine Dental Care 

State AFNR Standards: 
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 Apply principles of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 

 Select animals for specific purposes and maximum performance based on anatomy and 

physiology. 

 Evaluate the development and implications of animal origin, domestication, and 

distribution. 

 Explain methods of determining animal health and disorders. 

 Identify common disease, parasites, and physiological disorders that affect animals.   

Essential Question: 

 How does oral health correlate to the overall health of all animals? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able identify the characteristics of a healthy horse mouth. 

 Students will be able to identify problems/concerns with the teeth in a horse mouth. 

 Students will be able identify the corrective measures needed to undertake to fix 

problems within a horse’s mouth. 

 Students will be able explain safe animal handling practices. 

 

4. Hoof Care 

State AFNR Standards: 

 Apply principles of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 

 Select animals for specific purposes and maximum performance based on anatomy and 

physiology. 

 Evaluate the development and implications of animal origin, domestication, and 

distribution. 

 Explain methods of determining animal health and disorders. 

 Identify common disease, parasites, and physiological disorders that affect animals.   

Essential Question: 

 Why is it essential to care for creatures according to their specific and unique needs? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify each part and function of the horse hoof. 

 Students will be able to explain correct trimming and shodding procedures for proper 

hoof care. 

 Students will be able to explain corrective measures needed to be taken for problematic 

feet. 

 

5. Foaling & Reproduction 

State AFNR Standards: 

 Apply principles of comparative anatomy & physiology to uses within various animal 

systems. 
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 Select animals for specific purposes and maximum performance based on anatomy and 

physiology. 

 Evaluate the development and implications of animal origin, domestication, and 

distribution. 

 Evaluate the male and females reproductive systems in selecting animals. 

 Evaluate animals for breeding readiness and soundness. 

 Explain the advantages of using genetically superior animals in the production of animals 

and animal products. 

 Discuss the uses and advantages and disadvantages of natural breeding and artificial 

insemination.  

 Explain methods of determining animal health and disorders. 

 Identify common disease, parasites, and physiological disorders that affect animals.   

Essential Question: 

 How do various species life maintain and increase their population? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify each part and function of the horse hoof. 

 Students will be able to explain correct trimming and shodding procedures for proper 

hoof care. 

 Students will be able to explain corrective measures needed to be taken for problematic 

feet. 

 


