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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Personal Finance* 

Description:  This course will focus on how to manage money through 

budgeting, the perils of credit and realizing the importance of 

savings and personal investing for the future. The students will 

also explore automobiles, housing, insurance, identity theft and 

taxes.  THIS COURSE IS ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE.  

Instruction Level: 10-12. This is a 2-credit course Dual Credit or Transcripted 

course by Western Technical College.                                                                            

Total Credits: 1   

 

Course Standards: 

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 

 Show clear movement between general and specific ideas and examples 

 Determine the need for transition words or phrases, basing decisions on a thorough 

understanding of the paragraph and essay 

 Provide a sophisticated introduction or conclusion to or transition within a paragraph or 

essay, basing decisions on a thorough understanding of the paragraph and essay (e.g., 

linking the conclusion to one of the essay’s main images)   

 Maintain a focus on discussing the specific issue in the prompt throughout the essay 

 Show competent use of language to communicate ideas 

CTE Common Core Standards 

 Students will communicate and collaborate with others to accomplish tasks and develop 

solutions to problems and opportunities. 

 Students will identify and apply employability skills 

 Students will assess the benefits and challenges of working in diverse settings and on 

diverse teams 

Business and Information Technology Standards 

 Apply proper decision-making practices for wise shopping 

 Evaluate financial institutions in order to meet individual needs 

 Create a plan for spending and saving to meet individual goals 

 Develop a system for keeping and using financial records 

 Describe the role of taxes 

 Describe the relationship between saving investing 

 Identify the costs and benefits of various types of credit 

 Describe ways to avoid or correct credit problems 
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 Integrate and apply concepts related to personal financial risk, protection from loss and 

financial planning 

 Develop and use a writing process appropriate for the situation 

 Examine and evaluate opportunities that could enhance life and career plans and 

articulate plan to guide decisions and actions 

 Employ career management strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction 

 

Unit 

1. Goals and Values 

2. Resumes/Cover Letter/Application 

3. Financial Planning  

4. Savings/Investing/Taxes 

5. Financial Institutions 

6. Credit  

7. Auto Purchasing 

8. Housing 

9. Insurance 

10. Identity Theft 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Goals and Values 

Standards:   

 Examine and evaluate opportunities that could enhance life and career plans. 

 Articulate plan to guide decisions and actions 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 Can I institute my goals without a plan of action?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to participate in exploring his or her personal goals, values, 

wants and needs and the salary needed to live to these expectations. 

 

2. Resumes/Cover Letter/Application 

Standards:   

 Develop and use a writing process appropriate for the situation 

 Examine and evaluate opportunities that could enhance life and career plans and 

articulate plan to guide decisions and actions 

 Employ career management strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 Why is self-promotion important when seeking employment?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to research job requirements and construct a quality resume and 

cover letter to seek future employment. 

 

3. Financial Planning/Budgeting 

Standards:   

 Apply proper decision-making practices for wise shopping 

 Create a plan for spending and saving to meet individual goals 

 Develop a system for keeping and using financial records 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 How are budgetary priorities influenced by a person’s place in the life cycle?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to distinguish differing priorities by person’s place in the life 

cycle and will plan events according to their budgetary restrictions. 

 

4. Savings/Investing/Taxes 

Standards:   

 Describe the role of taxes 

 Describe the relationship between saving investing 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 What are the impacts of taxes on American society?    

 Is it better to save or invest?  

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to distinguish between savings and investing, learn of the basic 

options, and practice tax form creation. 

 

5. Financial Institutions 

Standards:   

 Evaluate financial institutions in order to meet individual needs 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):  

 Does it matter which financial institution one utilizes?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The students will research types of financial institutions and be able to distinguish service 

differences offered 

 

6. Credit 

Standards:   

 Identify the costs and benefits of various types of credit 

 Describe ways to avoid or correct credit problems 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 Does the use of credit hinder or advance one’s cost of and quality of living?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to explain the benefits and pitfalls of credit and how to minimize 

his or her debt risk. 

 

7. Auto Purchasing 

Standards:   

 Apply proper decision-making practices for wise shopping 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 How do your financial decisions affect one’s quality of life?   

Essential Knowledge: 

The student will be able to investigate buying/leasing automobiles and how to shop for the best 

deal. 

 

8. Housing 

Standards:   

 Apply proper decision-making practices for wise shopping 

 Identify the costs and benefits of various types of credit 
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Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):   

 How do one’s financial decisions affect one’s quality of life?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to discriminate between the benefits and disadvantages of 

renting vs. owning.  He or she will research housing in different areas of the country and 

determine pricing, loans and interest costs.   

 

9. Insurance 

Standards:   

 Integrate and apply concepts related to personal financial risk, protection from loss and 

financial health?  

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):  

 Why is choosing the right insurance plan important to one’s financial health?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The student will be able to explain how to minimize risk through insurance and choose 

which insurance is needed for a given scenario 

 

10. Identity Theft 

Standards:   

 Integrate and apply concepts related to personal financial risk, protection from loss and 

financial planning 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the question(s):  

 What possible impact could identity theft have on a person’s financial health?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 The students will be able to explain how to protect themselves from identity theft. 


