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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: SAILS:  Creative Writing 

Description: Creative writing which places emphasis on improving each 

student’s ability to communicate using the written word. Students 

will communicate the written word through a variety of methods 

including: exploring the writing process, through the writing of 

journals, poetry, and short stories; construction of writing pieces in 

varying genres. Through reading and writing activities, students 

will gain an understanding of the elements and forms of writing to 

create their own written creations.  

Instruction Level: 9-12 

Total Credits: 1 

Prerequisites:  N/A 

Textbooks:   N/A 

Course Standards: 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience.  

 

Units 

1. Introduction to Creative Writing 

2. Short Fiction 

3. Nonfiction 

4. Children’s Story 
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Unit Outlines 

1. Introduction to Creative Writing:  

Note: This is the beginning unit for this class and requires time to establish comfort, 

boundaries, and one’s writing and speaking voice. 

Standards:   

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Essential Question:   

 How does the writer’s perspective impact a piece of writing? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 Students will be given the opportunity to explore and express creative writing 

avenues and reflect upon their strengths and weaknesses. 

 

2. Short Fiction:  

Note:  This unit is designed to explore short fiction works, both as a reader and writer, in 

great detail. This unit culminates in the students’ writing a short story for a specific audience. 

Standards:   

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content. 

Essential Question:  

 How do the various writing elements affect a piece of short fiction? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 Students will compare and contrast short stories and, through a discussion, determine 

the overall quality 

 

3.   Nonfiction:  

Note:  The unit will allow students to learn about individuals’ choices and real lives, to 

disseminate fact from fiction, and to ask appropriate questions to go beyond superficial 

information 
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Standards:   

 Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and 

its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters. 

Essential Question: 

 How does an author differentiate between fact and fiction? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 Students will make connections to historical figures, be exposed to perspectives and 

experiences from real people, and write about their own experiences effectively. 

 

4.  Children’s Story 
Note:  Students will brainstorm, outline, and create a Children’s story. 

 

Standards:   

 Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to 

create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense 

of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

Essential Question:  

 As a creative writer, why is it important to keep one’s audience in mind? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 The writer will describe his/her choice in style, grammar, and conventions when 

reaching an audience. He/She will show reflective choices and edits in his/her work to 

best fit the overall message to the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


