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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: US Government 

Description: The course will include units on foundations of American 

government, political behavior:  government by the people, the 

legislative, executive and judicial branches of government, 

comparative political and economic systems and participating in 

state and local government. This course is about the political 

systems necessary for developing individual civic responsibility. 

Instruction Level: 9-12 

Total Credits: 1 

Prerequisites:  N/A 

Textbooks:   AGS Government 

 

Course Standards:  

 Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and 

international civic and political institutions 
 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories 

of democracy, changes in Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models 

from other countries, past and present. 
 Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements on the 

maintenance of national and international order.  
 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, 

responsibilities, and limits that have changed over time and that are still contested. 
 Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political 

problems at the local, state, tribal, national, and/or international level. 
 Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic markets. 
 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles when working with others.  
 Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and places, that promote 

civic virtues and enact democratic principles. 
 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings. 
 Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the 

application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human rights. 
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Unit 

1. The Beginnings of American Government 

2. The Constitution and Branches of Government 

3. The Rights and Responsibilities of a United States Citizen. 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. The Beginnings of American Government 

Standards:  

 To understand the reasons for forming the American Government. 

Essential Question: 

 What events that shaped our country occurred that helped to form the rules and laws we 

have today? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will name the basic rights stated in the Declaration of Independence. 

 Students will identify the principles from English Government that influenced American 

government.  

 

2. The Constitution and Branches of Government 

Standards:   

 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, 

responsibilities, and limits that have changed over time and that are still contested. 

Essential Question:  

 What are the rights and freedoms guaranteed to American citizens by the Bill of Rights? 

 What powers are given to each of the three branches of government? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will understand the parts of the Constitution and the changes that have been to 

the United States Government. 

 

3. The Rights and Responsibilities of a United States Citizen. 

Standards:   

 Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives of 

citizenship. 

Essential Question: 

 What are the rights and responsibilities of citizenship? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will understand how people become US Citizens. 

 Students will explain the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 

 Students will be able to pass the Citizenship test. 


