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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: Spanish III  
Description: In Spanish III students will continue to expand on their written and 

oral language skills as they explore more advanced Spanish 

grammar skills and learn more specialized groups of 

vocabulary.  Students will be expected to build on the grammar 

learned in Spanish I and II and will focus multiple verb tenses 

including the preterite, imperfect, present progressive, etc. As the 

year progresses, students will continue learning to communicate 

effectively through speaking and writing in Spanish inside the 

classroom, as well as through Spanish language movies, books, 

and magazines.   

This course is about students expanding on the knowledge they 

learned during Spanish I and Spanish II to increase their 

vocabulary and conversational skills to discuss activities in the past 

tense.  

Instruction Level: Junior 

Total Credits: 2 

Prerequisites:  Recommended Spanish I and II  

Textbooks:   ¡Avancemos! 2 Holt McDougal 

 

Course Standards:  

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 

 Understands the main ideas, themes, and basic details from diverse, authentic, ability-

appropriate spoken media (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentation) on topics of 

personal interest or interest to peers in the target culture 

 Presents information in the target language on topics of shared personal interest in one’s 

daily life at home or school 

 Understands the general relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive 

products (e.g., music, visual arts, literature) in the target and native cultures 

 Draws conclusions about the relationship among languages (e.g., based on cognates and 

idioms) 
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College and Career Readiness Standards: 

 Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, 

absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey 

specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 

level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 

evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 

among the data. 

 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 

the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Unit 

1. Lección Preliminar 

2. Ser vs Estar 

3. Unidad 1 Lección 1 

4. Unidad 2 Lección 2 

5. Unidad 1 Lección 2 

6. Preterite Verbs 

7. Unidad 4 Lección 1 

8. Los Ojos de Carmen 

 

Unit Outlines 

1. Lección Preliminar:  

Standards:  

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 
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 Presents information in the target language on topics of shared personal interest in one’s 

daily life at home or school 

 Presents information in the target language on topics of shared personal interest in one’s 

daily life at home or school 

Essential Question:   

 How can I describe myself and others using the main vocabulary and grammar topics 

covered in Spanish I and II? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Review of major content topics covered in Spanish I and II 

o Identify and describe people 

o Talk about likes and dislikes 

o Say where you and your friends go 

o Describe how you and others feel 

o Talk about what you and your friends do 

 Vocabulary: Terms from Spanish I and II 

 

2. Ser vs Estar: 

Standards: 

 Draws conclusions about the relationship among languages (e.g., based on cognates and 

idioms) 

 Understands the main ideas, themes, and basic details from diverse, authentic, ability-

appropriate spoken media (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentation) on topics of 

personal interest or interest to peers in the target culture 

Essential Question:   

 How do I use the verbs ser and estar, which both mean “to be”, in the appropriate context 

to convey the correct message? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Differences between the verbs ser and estar 

 Expressions that change meaning with ser and estar 

 Common idioms/expressions using the verb estar 

 

3. Unidad 1 Lección 1:  

Standards: 

 Presents information in the target language on topics of shared personal interest in one’s 

daily life at home or school 
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 Understands the main ideas, themes, and basic details from diverse, authentic, ability-

appropriate spoken media (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentation) on topics of 

personal interest or interest to peers in the target culture 

Essential Question: 

 How can I describe travel preparations while using a variety of object pronouns to make 

my conversations less repetitive? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Discuss travel preparations 

 Talk about things you do at an airport 

 Ask how to get around town 

 Using the personal “a” before a person’s name 

 Direct Object Pronouns 

 Indirect Object Pronouns 

 Double Object Pronouns 

 Vocabulary: Travel terms 

 

4. Unidad 2 Lección 2:   

Standards: 

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 

 Understands the main ideas, themes, and basic details from diverse, authentic, ability-

appropriate spoken media (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentation) on topics of 

personal interest or interest to peers in the target culture 

Essential Question:   

 How do I describe my daily routine by using reflexive verbs and vocabulary related to 

morning, afternoon, and night activities? 

Essential Knowledge:   

 Discuss your daily routine 

 Clarify the sequence of events 

 Say what you and others do right now or intend to do 

 Using pensar + infinitive to describe what you plan on doing 

 Reflexive verbs to describe things you do to yourself 

 Reflexive verbs vs. non reflexive verbs 

 Present progressive to describe things that are in the process of happening 

 Vocabulary: Daily routine terms 
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5. Unidad 1 Lección 2:  

Standards: 

 Presents information in the target language on topics of shared personal interest in one’s 

daily life at home or school 

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 

 Draws conclusions about the relationship among languages (e.g., based on cognates and 

idioms) 

Essential Question: 

 How do I describe past events using vocabulary related to taking trips? 

Essential Knowledge:  

 Say where you went and what you did on vacation 

 Ask information questions 

 Talk about buying gifts and souvenirs 

 Using question terms 

 Preterite (past tense) of verbs that end in –ar verbs 

 Preterite of verbs that end in –car, -gar, and -zar 

 Preterite of the irregular verbs ir, ser, hacer, ver, and dar 

 Vocabulary: Travel terms 

 

6. Preterite Verbs:   

Standards: 

 Understands the general relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive 

products (e.g., music, visual arts, literature) in the target and native cultures 

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 

Essential Question: 

 How can I use a variety of verbs to describe specific past events and activities? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Important verb vocabulary to use in the past tense 

 Preterite (past tense) of verbs that end in –er and –ir 

 Preterite of verbs that change spelling from i to y  

 Preterite of verbs with an –ir stem-change 

 Preterite of verbs that have a –uv 

 Preterite of verbs that have irregular spellings 
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7. Unidad 4 Lección 1:   

Standards: 

 Understands the general relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive 

products (e.g., music, visual arts, literature) in the target and native cultures 

 Uses verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences 

(e.g., events in one’s life, past experiences, significant details related to topics that are of 

common interest, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs) 

Essential Question: 

 How do I describe events that happened at the same time in the past? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Describe continuing activities in the past  

 Narrate past events and activities 

 Describe people, places, and things 

 Using past participles as adjectives 

 The imperfect tense (a past tense to describe ongoing events) 

 When to use preterite and imperfect tense in context 

 Vocabulary: Myths and Legends terms 

 

8. Los Ojos de Carmen:  

Standards: 

 Draws conclusions about the relationship among languages (e.g., based on cognates and 

idioms) 

 Understands the general relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive 

products (e.g., music, visual arts, literature) in the target and native cultures 

 Understands the main ideas, themes, and basic details from diverse, authentic, ability-

appropriate spoken media (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentation) on topics of 

personal interest or interest to peers in the target culture 

Essential Question: 

 How does reading and discussing the culture of a Spanish-speaking country help me to 

better understand the Spanish language?   

Essential Knowledge: 

 Read novel “Los Ojos de Carmen” (Carmen’s Eyes) and discuss 

 Specific questions and cultural discussion for each chapter 

 Vocabulary: cultural terms from Los Ojos de Carmen 

 


