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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information: WORLD CIVILIZATION 

Description:  Global concepts are covered in this course with emphasis on how 

historical events have impacted the modern world.  Themes 

covered in the class include: Early Civilizations such as Egypt, 

Greece, and Rome, Middle Ages, Renaissance, Exploration, 

Absolutism, Enlightenment and Revolution, Industrial Revolution, 

Imperialism, the World Wars, and Post WWII to the 

present.  Differentiated instruction and varied assessments will be 

the guide to student learning in this course.  This course also 

covers a variety of other school disciplines including geography, 

political science, economics, and Language Arts. 

Instruction Level: 10
th

 Grade 

Total Credits: 2 credits 

Prerequisites:  Human Geography  

Textbooks:  World History, Ellis, Elser; Pearson, Prentice Hall, ISBN-13: 978-

0-13-365191-1 

Course Standards: 

 Explain different points of view on the same historical event, using data gathered from 

various sources, such as letters, journals, diaries, newspapers, government documents, 

and speeches 

 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their 

relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come 

to a reasoned conclusion 

 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships among them 

 Assess the validity of different interpretations of significant historical events 

 Select instances of scientific, intellectual, and religious change in various regions of the 

world at different times in history and discuss the impact those changes had on beliefs 

and values 

 Compare examples and analyze why governments of various countries have sometimes 

sought peaceful resolution to conflicts and sometimes gone to war 

 Analyze examples of ongoing change within and across cultures, such as the 

development of ancient civilizations; the rise of nation-states; and social, economic, and 

political revolutions 

Historical Thinking Skills: 

 Identify causes and effects within a reading passage. 
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 Explain why items happened in a sequential order. 

 Create a main idea/argument and support the statement with appropriate historical 

details/evidence. 

 Identify key similarities and differences between two items through the use of topics. 

 Design one’s own sequential pattern of events and explain why they occurred in this 

manner. 

 

Critical Reading Skills: 

 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in somewhat challenging 

passages. 

 Identify a clear central idea or theme in more challenging passages or their paragraphs. 

 Infer a central idea or theme in a somewhat challenging passages or paragraphs 

 Draw a logical conclusion using information from two informational texts 

 Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages relate to the 

whole passage when the function is subtle 

 Understand point of view in more challenging passages 

 

Writing Skills: 

 

 Create a MEL-CON paragraph to answer a question related to specific historical content. 

 Analyze the collected evidence by grouping it in 2-3 ways that answers the prompt. 

 Find a main idea of a primary source text and write it out in your own words. 

 After looking at multiple primary source documents, construct a claim or argument 

(thesis) statement that you intend to prove using the documents. 

 Construct a main idea statement that answers a prompt question. 

 Construct supporting details/evidence statements to support a main idea statement 

Unit 

1. Pre-History-600 BCE 

2. 600 BCE-600CE 

3. 600 CE-1450 CE 

4. 1450 CE-1750 CE 

5. 1750 CE-1850 CE 

6. 1850 CE-Present 
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Unit Outlines 

1. Pre-History-600 BCE.  

Skills Standards:  

 Create a main idea/argument and support the statement with appropriate historical 

details/evidence. 

 Identify key similarities and differences between two items through the use of topics. 

 Infer a central idea or theme in a somewhat challenging passages or paragraphs 

 Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

 Find a main idea of a primary source text and write it out in your own words. 

 

Essential Question: 

 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s):  

 How did ancient civilizations first develop across the world? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

Students will understand how the first civilizations developed around the world, including 

the major river civilizations, Neolithic and Agriculture Revolutions and the impact they had 

on civilization, the major empires of the Ancient World, and how Chinese dynasties and 

philosophies connected the East and West.  

 Early River Valley Civilizations 

 Neolithic Revolutions 

 First Empires: Persian, Old Egyptians, Babylonians, Phoenicians, and Shang Dynasty 

 Chinese Dynasties  

 Chinese Philosophies 

 

2. 600 BCE-600CE 

Standards:  

 Identify causes and effects within a reading passage. 

 Explain why items happened in a sequential order. 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in somewhat 

challenging passages. 

 Create a MEL-CON paragraph to answer a question related to specific historical 

content 

 Construct a main idea statement that answers a prompt question. 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s):  

 How did the contribution of Ancient Greek and Roman civilizations impact future 

civilizations? 
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Essential Knowledge 

 

Students will be able to understand how ancient empires changed the world through their use 

of government, writing, science/technology, religion, and war. TSW also be able to 

understand the importance of key figures such as Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Julius Caesar, 

Constantine, and many others. 

 

 Ancient Greece 

 Ancient Rome/Byzantine Empire 

 Christianity 

 Han China 

 Mayans 

 

3. 600 CE-1450 CE 

Standards:  

 Create a main idea/argument and support the statement with appropriate historical 

details/evidence. 

 Identify key similarities and differences between two items through the use of topics. 

 Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect relationships in somewhat 

challenging passages. 

 Understand point of view in more challenging passages 

 Construct supporting details/evidence statements to support a main idea statement 

 Analyze the collected evidence by grouping it in 2-3 ways that answers the prompt. 

 

Essential Question: 

 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s):  

 How did the numerous trade routes connect the world economically and politically? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 

Students will be able to understand the differences and similarities between Christianity and 

Islam, how the African empires were similar to previous European empires discussed, the 

importance of trade around the world, and how Feudalism affected two separate areas and the 

similarities and differences. 

 

 Islamic Empire/Islamic culture 

 Trade Routes: 

(Silk Roads) & Mongol Empire 

 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes 

 African Empires: 

 Medieval/Feudal Europe & Feudal Japan 
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4. 1450 CE-1750 CE 

Standards:  

 Identify key similarities and differences between two items through the use of topics. 

 Design one’s own sequential pattern of events and explain why they occurred in this 

manner 

 Construct a main idea statement that answers a prompt question. 

 passages or paragraphs 

 Create a MEL-CON paragraph to answer a question related to specific historical 

content. 

 Identify a clear central idea or theme in more challenging passages or their 

paragraphs. 

 Infer a central idea or theme in a somewhat challenging  

  

Essential Question: 

 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s):  

 How did the Renaissance lead to the Age of Exploration and what impact did 

explorers have on the future world? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

Student will understand how major events such as the Renaissance and Reformation changed 

Europe and ultimately led to the advancements and desire to explore the world, focusing on 

European and Chinese exploration and how empires are built.  

 European Renaissance & Reformation 

 Gunpowder Empires: Ottoman Empire 

 European Exploration & Chinese Exploration (Ming China) 

 Columbian Exchange & Trans-Atlantic Trade 

 Native American Societies (Incas & Aztecs) 

 

5. 1750 CE-1850 CE 

Standards:  

 Identify causes and effects within a reading passage. 

 Design one’s own sequential pattern of events and explain why they occurred in this 

manner. 

 Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in somewhat challenging passages 

 Create a MEL-CON paragraph to answer a question related to specific historical 

content. 
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Essential Question: 

 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s):  

 What impacts did the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment have on European 

society and how did these events lead to the French Revolution? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

Student will understand how a variety of revolutions change and shape the world that we live 

in today and how technology played a major role in the change. 

 Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment 

 European Absolutism/ French Revolution 

 Industrial Revolution in Europe & in Russia (or Japan) 

 Economic System: Capitalism, Socialism, Communism 

 

6. 1850 CE-Present 

Standards:  

 Explain why items happened in a sequential order. 

 Create a main idea/argument and support the statement with appropriate historical 

details/evidence. 

 Create a MEL-CON paragraph to answer a question related to specific historical 

content. 

 After looking at multiple primary source documents, construct a claim or argument 

(thesis) statement that you intend to prove using the documents. 

 Analyze how one or more sentences in somewhat challenging passages relate to the 

whole passage when the function is subtle 

 Understand point of view in more challenging passages 

 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

 How did World War I and World War II impact the world in the immediate 

aftermath and for future societies? 

 

Essential Knowledge 

Students will learn why Europeans wanted areas around the world for imperialism and how it 

led to major tensions between European countries.  

 

 Imperialism in Africa and Asia 

 Decline of Empires (Ottoman) 

 WWI (causes, key events, and outcomes) 

 WWII (causes, key events, and outcomes) 


