
Spartan Roundup recap  
Our Spartan Roundup is a yearly 
event that is directed at children 
who are 2 years 9 months to 4 years 
old by September 1, of the current 
school year. Parents or guardians 
have an opportunity to complete 
a developmental screening and 
register for the upcoming school 
year. Parents and students get the 
opportunity to discuss the results of 
their screening with Pre-K staff and 
school psychologists. The Roundup 
averages 100 attendees a year. 
This year, 119 growing Spartans 
participated in the Roundup and are 
excited for the next school year!  
 
Enrollment and Open Enrollment 
is still available for your youngest 
Spartans by contacting the 
District Office at: 608-366-3400.

Show Choirs have outstanding season  
In the first year of competition, the Middle School Show Choir, Adrenaline Rush, took home 
a 1st runner up and a Grand Champion Trophy at Viterbo and West Salem with their 1950s 
competition show.  We can’t wait to see what the future has in store for these talented individuals.  
 

High school show choir, Upstage Adrenaline, has been traveling around Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Illinois 
competing against groups from all three of those states and also groups from Indiana and Ohio. In 
their first year competing in Varsity, 
they have brought home numerous 
awards including 5th runner up, 4th 
runner up, 3rd runner up, two 1st 
runner ups, and Best Choreography.  
 

 The last opportunity for 
the community  to    come 

support and see the performances 
will be Saturday, March 25, 2023, at  
Sparta High School for our Sparta Spectacular 
Spaghetti Fundraiser. It will consist of kiddie and youth 
camps that have over 90 students involved, a new  
number performed by the high school, a show  
band feature, solo competition winners, our parents  
doing an 80s number, and the middle and high school show 
choir. Dinner is at 5 pm and performances at 6:30 pm. 

Sparta DECA Team advances to Internationals  
While many school districts are without a DECA chapter, Sparta’s chapter is 
fortunate to have a rich history of advancing to both State and International 
levels, including sending four students to Orlando, Florida next month. 
 
In March, Vanessa Gavilan and 
Kira Markuson double qualified at 
the state event. The duo placed 
first in their Integrated Marketing 
Plan Service Project and fourth in 
Business Law and Ethics. In addition, 
Ellsey Caulkins and Emma Smith 
finaled in their Sales Project Event.   
 
DECA is open to students in grades 9 through 12 and this year boasts 50 
members. DECA is a Co-curricular organization to the Marketing Education 
Program at SHS.  Joining DECA helps students with their marketing skills that 
they can use at the school store, The Spartan Stoppe. Former student  Madysun 
Breeze shares “At DECA state, I embraced a brand new environment, and 
it taught me how to constructively build my socialization skills. It was a fun 
experience that I would encourage every individual to try out.” Pictured above 
are students that competed at state and include: front row - Avery Abbott, Kaylie 
Church, Vanessa Gavilan, Dulce Everson, Ava Erickson, Kolby Ketron.  Back row  - 
Ryder Erickson, Leah Modjeski, Kira Markuson, Ellsey Caulkins and Emma Smith. 
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School calendar 
With all of our school closures this year, our last day of school is 
planned for June 8, 2023 (two hour early release). According to the re-
quired hours of instruction per the WI Department of Public Instruc-
tion (DPI), we have a cushion of hours we would not need to make up.  

With this information, the District’s plan is not to have school go beyond June 
8; but will look to extend the daily bell times (earlier start and/or later end 
time) if needed to make up for any hours of instruction needed per the DPI. 
As a District, we have done this in the past, and if we get to that point, more 
information will be shared with families about how the school day will look. 
Thank you all for your patience  as we work through the school closure process.   

Camp Sparta  
Camp Sparta, also known as Summer 
School, will be held July 10, through 
August 4, 2023, for students in grades 
Pre-K through 8th grade. All summer 
school programs were reviewed and 
the decision was made to change the 
length and timing of summer school to 
4 weeks instead of 6 weeks. In addition, 
our WIN programming will be offered 
for an additional 4 weeks prior to the 
start of regular summer school classes.  
 
As a reminder, our WIN program 
is open to all students who reside 
in the Sparta Area School District. 

Board of Education

April Election  
Our Board of Education has seven seats 
on a three year rotation. On April 4, 
2023, constituents will vote for four of 
the seven seats held by Heidi Prestwood, 
Amy Lopez, Pat McKenna, and Todd 
Wells. Campaign paperwork was due on 
January 3, 2023, from any interested 
candidates residing within the school 
boundary. Six constituents submitted 
campaign paperwork eliminating 
the need for a primary. On the ballot 
and in the following order will be the 
following candidates with instructions 
to vote for no more than four:
Pat McKenna 
Amy Lopez 
Darrel R. Whitton III 
Todd S. Wells 
Josh Mathison 
Ashley Berendes 

High Point Candidate Forum  
For the 3rd year, Sparta High  
Point  Charter School students 
partnered with the Sparta Area 
Chamber of Commerce to host a  
Board of Education Candidate Forum. 
The forum allows candidates to discuss 
their viewpoints and share what  
they will bring to the Sparta Area  
School District. The forum is a 
student-learning opportunity 
and is planned and hosted by 
students; including a survey to 
gather input from constituents 
to help formulate questions. 
 
This year’s forum took place on 
March 14, 2023 from 6:30 pm 
to 8:30 pm in the Meadowview 
Middle School Auditorium.

Board Meeting reminders  
Board of Education meetings are  
held on the second and fourth  
Monday of each month. All meetings 
begin at 6 pm and are held in 
the Meadowview Middle School  
cafetorium.   
 
As a reminder, public input is welcome 
and encouraged at each meeting after 
submitting a paper request to the 
Board of Education presiding officer. 
 
A link to view live streams and 
recordings of previous meetings 
can be found on our website and on  
Youtube.com by 
searching for 
SASD Boardroom 
or by scanning 
the QR code.



What is Open Enrollment?  
Since the 1998-99 school year, students in grades 
Pre-K though 12th grade have been able to attend 
a public school located outside of their district of 
residence through the Open Enrollment Program.  
There is no tuition cost through the program and 
students are able to participate in the same sports 
and other extra-curricular activities as resident 
students. Applications must be either approved 
or denied by the School Board annually and once 
a student has been accepted into the nonresident school, there is no need 
to re-apply yearly except under certain circumstances. Through the program, 
parents are responsible for providing transportation to and from school.   
 
The enrollment period runs every year from February to the end of April 
and the Sparta Area School District has lots to offer any student! We are 
proud to provide programming to all students in grades Pre-K through 
grade 12. Charter, Montessori, Virtual, STEM, Student Lead, and an At-Risk 
Program are all available to anyone wanting to join the Spartan Team.    
 
An Open Enrollment Coordinator is available  at the Maplewood District Office to 
assist parents/guardians with questions. Contact 608-366-3400 for more details.  

Spring testing  
Spring brings warmer weather, but 
it is also the beginning of the testing 
season in our schools from Pre-K to 11th 
grade. The purpose of these exams is to 
determine how well students are doing 
with their learning of the Wisconsin 
Academic Standards. These standards 
outline what students should know and be 
able to do to be college and career ready. 
 
The Forward exam assesses English 
Language Arts and Math skills in 
grades 3-8. The ACT, for 11th graders, 
and Pre-ACT Secure, for 9th and 10th 
grade students includes sections on 
Reading, Math, English, Science, and 
Writing. The Pre-ACT Secure helps 
students predict how they will do on 
the ACT test. Students can use their 
ACT scores for college admission, 
scholarships, and placement into classes.     
 
In addition to the statewide 
testing, we also conduct district 
assessments including PALS and MAP. 
PALS is an early reading screener 
which we use in grades Pre-K and 
Kindergarten. It measures skills such as 
rhyming, identification of letter names 
and sounds, and word recognition. By 
screening students early, teachers can 
identify students who need additional 
support and plan small-group instruction.

 
In grades 1-10, SASD uses the MAP 
(Measure of Academic Progress) to 
assess both reading and math. This is 
an adaptive test which means that as 
a student answers correctly, the test 
gives harder questions. When a student 
answers incorrectly, the test moves to 
easier questions. It continues this way 
until the test has identified the strengths 
and weaknesses of the individual student. 
Teachers use the reports to determine 
which skills a student is ready to learn 
which helps plan small-group instruction 
as well as interventions. Students and 
teachers can also see the growth over 
time, both throughout the year and 
across multiple years. In addition, the 
infromation is shared with parents.

Graduation reminder  
Excitement is in the air as seniors begin preparing for Graduation! We 
are excited to have our first Sparta Graduation Ceremony at Memorial 
Field with the completion of the field renovation. Spectators may attend 
the ceremony and take a seat in the grandstands or open areas outside of 
the field. The event is scheduled to take place on May 26, 2023 at 7pm. 
The SAILS Charter School Graduation happens on May 16, 2023 and 
High Point Charter School Graduation will take place on May 19, 2023.  

Soup with the Sup! 
Wednesday, April 19, at 5:30 p.m. in the Sparta 
High School Cafeteria is the next Soup with the Sup!  
 
Along with a soup dinner, Superintendent Sam Russ and other  
administrators will be on 
hand to listen and learn 
from our community 
about what is going on in 
our district. The topic of 
this engagement event is  
“How is the  Sparta  Area 
School District meeting 
the current and  future 
needs of our community?” 
Administration will present 
a summary of the facility 
engagement event on 
March 8, along with an 
unofficial overview of 
the 2023-24 budget. 



DOJ Grant  
The State of Wisconsin Department of 
Justice budgeted $2,000,000 in grant 
funding for eligible school districts 
to apply for critical incident mapping 
data to enhance security and increase 
situational awareness for  the local police 
department and first responders. The 
Sparta Area School district was awarded 
$21,045 to cover the cost of obtaining 
digital mapping of all SASD buildings.

SASD is partnering with the Sparta 
Police Department and the Sparta Fire 
Department to obtain digital mapping 
from The Critical Response Group 
(CRG). CRG specializes in  digital 
mapping to allow emergency personnel 
to access cameras, access points, 
AEDs, and parking lots among many 
other things. The project is expected 
to be complete and usable this Spring. 

WEDC Grant  
SASD was awarded a $6,197 grant 
from the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC) to aid 
in the purchase of a pug mill at SHS!  
 
WEDC is designed to support hands-on 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Math (STEAM) by assisting 
public school districts with equipment 
purchases used for instructional and 
education purposes. A pug mill is a 
machine that will be used by the pottery 
department to recycle unused clay. The 
current process involves breaking the 
clay down by hand to recycle it, takes 
weeks to process, and buckets of unused 
clay take up a lot of square footage in 
the pottery room. The mill is able to 
process 250 pound batches in one hour. 
Needless to say, the pottery department 
is very excited about this purchase!

 
Even though the weather might not feel like it, we have made it to Spring! I would 
like to thank all of our stakeholders for their patience and flexibility with our District’s 
many school closures thus far. Student safety is our top priority and we also recognize 
that having school in session is vital to our community’s current and future needs. 

As we enter into the final months of the school year, we are preparing for both a great end to the 
year and the future success of years to come. Part of that preparation is engaging with all of our 
stakeholders; how we can all work together to meet the current and future needs of our students 
and community. Earlier this month, we had a community engagement event that brought together many stakeholders 
with many great ideas, thoughts, and suggestions on our district facilities. Some of the ideas included: upgrades in Career 
and Technical Education, Fine Arts, athletic and physical education facilities, community functions, and classroom spaces.

The District will be holding more of these types of engagement events to gain the insight of the community on many topics. 
We promote these events on local media, social media, and our website. Please consider attending one of these events! Help 
us reach more community members, sharing how much of a positive impact SASD has on our community, as well as ways we 
can become better partners. Our District has many successes and challenges moving forward. The Board of Education and 
I are committed to giving the best educational opportunities possible with our resources that we have. By having positive 
discussions, we can work together to establish what resources our District could possibly have to better our entire community.  
Go Spartans!!!  
Sam Russ, Superintendent  

Upcoming Events
March 25, 2023: Sparta 
Spectacular Show Choir 

Concert, Sparta High School
April 5-10: No School 

April 19: Soup with the Sup! 
May 16: SAILS Graduation 

May 19: High Point Graduation
May 26: Graduation 
May 29: No School

June 8: Last Day of School 
(2 hr. early release)

Sparta Area School District
900 East Montgomery St.

Sparta, WI 54656 
(608) 366-3400
www.spartan.org

Message from the Superintendent

We will DESIGN and DELIVER the  
best educational journey for ALL  

and remain #Spartanproud!

BusWhere  
Sign up today for BusWhere! 
No more waiting for the bus in the cold 
weather or scrambling to get to the 
stop if the bus is a few minutes early. 
Get a notification to your cell phone 
when the bus is getting close, and 
watch it move on the 
map in real-time as it 
approaches your stop.  
Scan the QR code to 
sign up or learn more! 


