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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information:  Montessori First Grade English/Language Arts  

Instruction Level: Montessori First Grade 

Course Standards: 

The Montessori approach uses specific Montessori materials to meet the needs of the children at 

their stage of development. At the end of each level the children will meet these units of study. 

By using the Montessori approach the children then become active learners and are able to reach 

their own unique potential because they are learning at their own pace and rhythm focusing on 

their own particular developmental needs at that moment. 

Unit 

1. Reading Foundations 

2. Reading:  Literature 

3. Reading:  Informational Texts 

4. Language 

5. Critical Reading Skills 

6. Speaking and Listening 

7. Writing 
 

Unit Outlines 

1. Reading Foundations 

Standards:   

● Know and identify long vowels from short vowels in spoken words 
● Know consonant blends and digraphs-initial, final and medial 
● Knows what a syllable is and can separate syllables in a word 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● What do good readers do to figure out words they don’t know?  
● How can I use natural breaks in words to identify and separate syllables in a word? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can tell the difference between short and long vowel sounds when I hear a word. 

● I can put sounds together to speak words. 

● I can find and tell the beginning, middle and ending sounds in short words. 
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2. Reading: Literature 

Standards:   

● Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

● Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 

● Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give 

information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

● Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 

● With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 

1. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● What do good readers do to understand and explain the information they are reading? 

● How do readers reflect and respond? 

● Why are the strategies of compare and contrast essential elements when reading and 

comparing literature? 

● How do good readers use story elements to make sense of the stories they are reading? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can ask and answer questions about important details in stories. 

● I can retell a story I know using important details and show that I know what the author is 

trying to teach me. 

● I can tell the difference between fiction and nonfiction. 

● I can compare what happens to characters in stories.  

● I can read and understand first grade stories and poems. 
 

3. Reading: Informational Texts 

Standards:   
 

● Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

● Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text 

● Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 

in a text. 

● Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 

● Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 

● With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How does understanding a text’s structure help me better understand its meaning? 

● How do readers use the text to determine the intended meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in text. 
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Essential Knowledge: 

● I can ask and answer questions about important details in nonfiction books. 

● I can tell the main topic and important details in nonfiction books. 

● I can ask and answer questions to help me understand new words. 

● I can understand and use all the helpful parts of nonfiction books to help me find 

important facts and details. 

● I can find the reasons that an author gives to help teach about the main idea. 

● I can read and understand first grade nonfiction books. 
  

4. Language 

Standards:    

● Print all upper and lowercase letters 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation 

and spelling when writing 

● Use end punctuation for sentences 

● Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words 

● Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling 

conventions 

● Use and understand nouns and pronouns 

● Use verbs to convey past, present, and future tense 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How does understanding the features of print make language more meaningful? 

● How are sounds represented by letters? 

● How does understanding grammar enhance our knowledge of language? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can print all of the upper and lowercase letters. 

● I can show that I know how to write sentences correctly. 

● I can use the right punctuation at the ends of my sentences. 

● I can use sight words and spelling patterns to help me spell words correctly. 

● I can use what I know about letters and their sounds to spell new words correctly. 

● I can use nouns pronouns. 

● I can use verbs in the right way to tell about the past, present and future. 

 

5. Speaking and Listening 

Standards:    

● Ask and answer questions about key details in a read aloud or about what a speaker says 

to clarify understanding 

● Describe people, places, things and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and 

feelings clearly. 

 
 



 

4 | P a g e  
  Course Outcome Summary  

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How do we think while reading in order to understand and respond? 

● What details can I use to describe people, places, things and events? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can ask and answer questions about things I hear and see. 

● I can use details when I tell about people, places and things to help others understand 

them better. 

 

6. Writing 

Standards:    

● Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 

closure. 

● Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure 

● Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, 

and provide some sense of closure. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How do good writers express themselves? 

● What does a good writer do to express ideas and opinions? 

● How do writers develop a well-written product? 

● How does a writer choose a particular form of writing? 

● How do rules of language affect communication? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can write my opinion about a topic and give reasons for my thinking. 

● I can write to teach about a topic by giving facts about it. 

● I can write to tell an organized story with details. 

 

 
 

 


