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Course Outcome Summary 

 

Course Information:  Montessori Second Grade English/Language Arts 

Instruction Level: Montessori Second Grade 

Course Standards: 

The Montessori approach uses specific Montessori materials to meet the needs of the children at 

their stage of development. At the end of each level the children will meet these units of study. 

By using the Montessori approach the children then become active learners and are able to reach 

their own unique potential because they are learning at their own pace and rhythm focusing on 

their own particular developmental needs at that moment. 

Unit 

1. Reading Foundations 

2. Reading:  Literature 

3. Reading:  Informational Texts 

4. Language 

5. Critical Reading Skills 

6. Speaking and Listening 

7. Writing 
 

Unit Outlines 

1. Reading Foundations 

Standards:   

● Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
● Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
● Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
● Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 
● Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
● Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How do readers construct meaning? 
● How do readers adjust when text becomes more complex? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

● I can show what I have learned about letters and sounds by figuring out words. 

● I can read long and short vowels correctly in words. 

● I can read longer words with long vowel sounds. 

● I can read second grade words that aren’t spelled the way they sound. 

● I can read and understand books at my level well. 

● I can stop when I am reading and fix words that I read incorrectly. 
 

2. Reading: Literature 

Standards:   

● Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text. 

● Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their 

central message, lesson, or moral. 

● Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning 

introduces the story and the ending concludes the action. 

● Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 

demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

● By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in 

the grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How does understanding the vocabulary affect the meaning of the text? 
● How does the author’s point of view and purpose shape and direct the meaning of the 

text? 
  

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can ask and answer who what, where, when, why and how questions to show that I 

understand stories. 

● I can remember and tell different kinds of stories and share what the author is trying to 

teach. 

● I can describe how a story is written including the important parts of a beginning and an 

ending. 

● I can use what I learn from pictures and words to show that I understand the characters, 

setting and events of a story. 

● I can read and understand second grade stories and poems by myself. 
 

3. Reading: Informational Texts 

Standards:   
 

● Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text. 

● Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific 

paragraphs within the text. 
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● Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 

indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

● Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, 

or describe. 

● By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How will the use of “wh” questions increase understanding of informational text? 
● How can I find the main idea of a multi-paragraph text? 
● How can text features help me pick out key facts or information? 
● How does the author’s point of view and purpose shape and direct the text? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can ask and answer who, what, where, when, why and how questions to show that I 

understand nonfiction.  

● I can tell the main idea of a piece of nonfiction, including the focus of important 

paragraphs.  

● I can understand and use all the helpful parts of nonfiction books to find important facts 

and details quickly. 

● I can tell the author’s main purpose in nonfiction writing. 

● I can read and understand second grade nonfiction by myself. 
  

4. Language 

Standards:    

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

● Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage→badge; boy→boil). 

● Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

● Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 

● Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify 

the meaning of words and phrases. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● Why is it important to have command of Standard English conventions? 
● How do I determine the meaning of an unfamiliar word or usage? 
● How do words and their use influence language? 
● How does the depth of your vocabulary contribute to your ability to read, write, listen, 
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and speak more effectively? 
 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can show that I know how to use words correctly when I write and speak. 

● I can show that I know how to write sentences correctly. 

● I can use spelling patterns I have learned to write words. 

● I can write, speak, read and listen by using what I know about the English language. 

● I can figure out what words mean by using the strategies I know and by thinking about 

what I have read. 

● I can use glossaries, dictionaries or the internet to help me find the meanings of new 

words. 
 

5. Speaking and Listening 

Standards:    

● Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

● Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media. 

● Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 

gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

● Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 

details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How do you listen? 
● What impact does listening have? 
● How do you speak effectively? 
● In what ways are ideas communicated orally? 
● How do the visual materials send messages? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can show that I know how to have good conversations with my friends and teachers. 

● I can talk about the important ideas and details after I listen to someone read or speak. 

● I can ask and answer questions about what I speaker says to help me understand the 

information better. 

● I can tell or share a story with important details to help others understand. 
 

6. Writing 

Standards:    

● Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, 

and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

● Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, use facts and definitions 

to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
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● Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to 

signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

● With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing. 
 

Essential Question: 

Students will be able to answer the following question(s): 

● How do we approach writing? 
● How does each step in the process impact your writing? 
● How is your style of writing influenced by purpose? 
● How do we evaluate writing? 
● How can we use evaluation and reflection to improve our writing? 

 

Essential Knowledge: 

● I can write my opinion about a topic and give reasons for my thinking. 

● I can write to teach about a topic by giving facts and definitions about the topic. 

● I can write to tell an organized story with details about events, thoughts and feelings. 

● I can listen to others’ ideas to revise and edit my writing and make it better. 

 

 
 

 


