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Course Outcome Summary 

Course Information:  Kindergarten Social Studies 

Description: This course is about learning about ourselves and the world around 

us. 

Instruction Level: Kindergarten 

Course Standards: 

In Kindergarten social studies instruction, students will learn to: 
 

● Identify wants and needs. 

● Follow rules at school, at home and in our community. 
● Recognize the globe as a model of the Earth. 
● Participate in school, home and community life. 
● Identify modes of transportation. 
● Identify days, weeks, and months of the year. 
● Understand the differences and similarities between families. 
● Recognize community helpers and their roles. 
● Compare life today and life long ago. 
 

Unit 

1. Economics 

2. Civics 

3. Geography 

4. Historical Understanding 

5. History 
 

Unit Outlines 

1. Economics 

Standards:   

 Identify wants and needs. 

Essential Question: 

 What is the difference between a want and a need? 

 What is money? 

 How do we use money? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify what wants and needs are. 
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 Students will be able to recognize the difference between a want and need. 

 Students will be able to discuss what money is used for.  

2. Civics 

Standards:   

 Follow rules at school, at home and in our community 

 Participate in school, home and community life. 

Essential Question: 

 What is the Spartan Way and how can you demonstrate it at home, school, and in the 

community? 

 How can I be a productive member of my community? 

Essential Knowledge: 

What are the key concepts/vocabulary/ideas that students will have mastery of by the completion 

of the unit?   

 Students will know what a rule is and what common rules are when in school, in the 

community and some common rules at home. One way this will be shown is by teaching and 

following the Spartan Way.  

 Students will learn what it means to be productive at school, home, and in the 

community.  

3. Geography 

Standards:   

 Recognize the globe as a model of the Earth 

 Identify modes of transportation  

Essential Question: 

 How do students demonstrate an understanding of a model of the world? 

 How do we get from place to place? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will understand that the globe is a visual representation of the earth.  

 Students will learn what types of transportation are used to move people and objects.  
 

4. Historical Understandings 

Standards:    

 Understand the differences and similarities between families 

 Identify days, weeks, and months of the year 

Essential Question: 

 How is your family alike or different than my family? 

 What are the days of the week and months of the year? 
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Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will learn the similarities and differences between families in their community.  

 Students will learn the days of the week, and months of the year, and identify the 

seasonal changes with each month.  

 

5. History 

Standards:   

● Recognize community helpers and their roles 
● Compare life today and life long ago 

Essential Question: 

● What is a community helper? 

● What does a community helper do for the community? 

● What was life like long ago? 

● How is life long ago similar and different than life today? 

Essential Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify helpers within the community and the jobs they do.  

 Students will look at life today and life long ago and compare and contrast the similarities 

and differences.  

 


