
Sparta High Point Charter School Board Meeting 

April 29, 2020 – via Zoom 

In attendance: Andy Kaftan, Doug Geiwitz, Ashlea Willms, Stacey Weber, Pat Olbert, Barbara Rice, 

Wendy Bernett, Reinhard Mueller, Nicole Vik 

A. Accepted agenda 

B. Introducing the new High Point Principal! Wendy will start her new position on July 1. The board 

is excited to have her aboard as we transition principals and locations. 

C. March 11 meeting minutes were accepted. 

D. We’re researching other charter schools, specifically from an administrative and curriculum 

perspective, looking for improvements to apply at High Point. Pat, Doug, and Wendy will review 

and assemble information for the board. Some schools that could be studied: Green Bay, Tagos 

(Janesville), Viroqua (middle and High School), and 7 Rivers. Wendy and Doug have already 

begun reaching out; this research may be extended, as most schools are distracted by 

transitioning to virtual learning. 

E. Update on High Point learning during safer at home.  

a. Mr. Geiwitz has established contact with each student, using 1-on-1 Zoom sessions to 

discuss projects, do reporting, and communicate regarding challenges. Their number 

one issue was staying motivated on their own, so he set up frequent on-line meet-ups to 

help. The tech department is also helping with connectivity issues. Special sessions have 

been set up to specifically help with physics and math, with other tutoring as needed. 

(Excellent work, Doug!) 

b. The superintendent requested that Pat send a survey to all parents; it was sent 

yesterday. 

c. Ashlea noted that the amount of information being received by parents seems just right 

– parents are kept informed of meetings and other necessary info. 

d. Discussion around community and social aspects – can High Point help students feel less 

isolated? “Cahoots” may help with this. Pat will check if we can create a contact list 

(with parents opting in) to facilitate more communication between students. We’ll 

consider whether there’s a way to do the end of year showcase virtually, as well. 

e. Graduation. We have one student graduating. Mr. Geiwitz has discussed graduation, 

and the student is willing to wait for graduation until Safer At Home is over. The High 

School will be holding virtual graduation on May 22 (the original planned date). 

F. Updates regarding location for next year. 

a. High Point will be located within the high school, in part of the Math wing. The old 

school has been packed up and is ready for moving on May 8.  

b. Discussed adjustments that may be needed to the building. Access to the area is 

difficult, with masks required and numbers controlled.  

c. Pat noted that he doesn’t believe there’s any money budgeted for changing the physical 

area.  

d. Pat, Wendy, and Sam will work together and seek input from students to create a plan. 

It’s important to investigate the environment ahead of time. Can we shut the bells off 

for that part of the building, so their schedule is not interrupted? Will they have their 

own door to exit, or will they have to go through the high school? Are there needs for 



more supplies or equipment? Pat, Wendy, and Sam will report back to the board on this 

topic. 

G. Discussed board composition.  

a. Approved language update to show that the board can range from 5 to 7 people. There 

should be at least one teacher/staff, and one community member. The rest of the board 

can be made up of parents and community members. 

b. We currently have five volunteers. Andy will request letters of interest from them, to be 

completed and delivered no later than May 15. Pat will post for other parents who may 

be interested. 

c. Letters of Interest will be distributed before our next meeting. Board members will 

review, with a goal of choosing new board members at the beginning of our next 

meeting. 

H. Discussed contract changes. 

a. Wendy / Pat / Doug will look at other charter school contracts, specifically looking for 

how their curriculum aligns with state standards. 

b. Andy will send the state charter school model contract for review. 

c. Pat will gather other charter school contracts from the district, and forward to the board 

for review. 

I. Next meeting will be May 20 at 5 PM, via Zoom. Agenda will include board composition (first on 

agenda) and a discussion of the year-end report for the school board. 

. 


