
High Point Governance Board Meeting, 12/26/2019, Lakeview 

This meeting was held to respond to the contract compliance review letter sent by Amy Van Deuren. 

In attendance: 

Stacey Weber, Denise Geiwitz, Doug Geiwitz, Reinhard Mueller, Melissa Brooks, David Eitland, Ashlea 
Willms, Andy Kaftan, Erik Solberg, Becky Solberg, Pat Olbert 

Meeting was noticed. Reviewed agenda, with no additional items.  

Andy and Stacey are both ready to turn over their positions; will work to have smooth transition.  

Will discuss that and the contract allegations. Also, there are ongoing discussions about getting parents 
more involved in the board.  

Andy gave overview of the situation and history. District had meetings last summer – 2 members of our 
board had been invited. Andy is a parent with 4 children who attended HP; 3 graduated from there. Had 
prior experience with Waldorf. Original vision of High Point was based on data research from high 
school, 50% of students getting at least one F. That team came up with project-based approach – this 
was NOT originally intended as an extension of Montessori. As a charter, each year the board has to 
report to the school board. Have struggled to have a clear identity. Curt Kennedy original guiding force; 
then Matt Toetz, Peggy Jadack, nd now Pat Olbert.  

Question on testing “report card”. Can appeal to DPI for exception based on curriculum. The testing has 

been an ongoing frustration. Scores are skewed, possibly because there is a relatively high portion of 

special needs students. Also wondering about size of the sample. 

This summer’s meetings were about identity, not calling attention to a potential problem. If there was a 

problem, superintendent should approach principal to approach board. 

Mr. Eitland notes that it is not legal to close the school as long as the board satisfies requirements. 

Dr Van Deuren told Ashlea the governance board is supposed to be meeting monthly. 

Mr. Geiwitz notes school district has not provided info to teachers about any of the information 

requested. They’ve been submitting the information each year, without feedback from the school board 

or administration. 

Ashlea noted that right now, Mr. Geiwitz is driving students between buildings/classes. Support from 

district has not been there. One teacher is left in the classroom alone while he’s driving others. The 

letter noted that the district’s resource requirements have been met, but the driver resource has not 

been provided. 

The rest of the meeting was spent reviewing the 7 pages of “Contract Compliance Review by Sparta Area 

School District for High Point High School” document, sent by Amy Van Deuren to Andy Kaftan on 

December 11. Many of the requests are for information, much of which already exists. SHPS advisors 

have provided this info for many years without feedback.  

There were some requests regarding specific student data, which boards members do not and should 

not have access to (privacy). 



Many of the requests were to prove compliance with various parts of the contract. There was some 

discussion about whether they need to show non-compliance, rather than us proving compliance. 

Mr. Geiwitz and Mr. Olbert will work on information gathering, and enlist Mark Hanson’s help when he 

returns from holiday break. 

We will meet again on January 2 at 5 pm. Pat will post the meeting and reserve a space. 

Stacey will send meeting notes to Pat, who will forward to the district to be posted online. 


